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SUMMER WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE BEGINS  

SUNDAY, JUNE 18 

 

Remember to mark your calendars for 
the change in our worship schedule  

beginning Sunday, June 18.  There will 
be no Sunday School, beginning that  
Sunday until Sunday, September 10, 

when all classes will reconvene.   
Worship services will begin at  

10:00 a.m. followed by our  
traditional Fellowship Time.  

Watch the web site and the weekly  
communication for news of special 
events during the summer months! 

 

 

 

 
 

Mark your calendars and plan to attend the  
all-church picnic on June 4th at 5:00 p.m.  The church  
will provide barbecue and buns along with drinks 

and paper products.  The Richmond Pops band will 
play at 6:00.  If your last name begins with A 

through M, bring a side dish.  If your last name  
begins with N through Z, bring a dessert.  Bring a 

lawn chair or blanket and expect  
to have a wonderful evening of good food,  

good fellowship, and good music. 
We look forward to seeing you and all of your  

family at our fellowship event for all ages! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=summer+worship+schedule+clip+art&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=summer+worship+schedule+clip+art&sc=1-32&sp=-1&sk=
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2 

WIND-SPREAD FIRE 

Recently I was in Canton, North Carolina at a conference and was informed by a local that there 
used to be a town located where beautiful Lake Logan now sits. Apparently, in the early 1900’s, the 

town of Sunburst was a bustling place—population around five hundred. Common to that area 
was logging and since wood was plentiful, the loggers saw no reason to cut a tree down to the 

ground. You may have seen pictures of loggers working a two-man cross-cut saw and severing the 
tree at chest level. That was the case in Sunburst. Then, around 1920, there was an enormous forest 
fire that used all those tree stumps as kindling to destroy the town of Sunburst.   Fortunately, the 

families of Sunburst escaped, settled in nearby towns, and started a new life.  
Fire is destructive. Sometimes it is intentionally started to burn away undergrowth.  Sometimes it 

seems to come from nowhere, is wind-spread, and gets out of control fast. In those cases, it  
often brings disaster and tragedy; yet, sometimes, even out of tragedy, beauty can emerge, just like 

the Lake that now rests in the footprint of that long forgotten town.   
A violent wind and tongues of fire rushed upon the houses of the good folks of Sunburst. A violent 
wind and tongues of fire rushed upon the good folks gathered on Pentecost two millennia ago. We 
tend to think this must have been an awe-inspiring sight. Yet, we either forget or leave off Peter’s 

words explaining what is happening when he quotes the prophet Joel:  
‘In the last days it will be, God declares,  
     that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,  
          and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,  
     and your young men shall see visions,  
          and your old men shall dream dreams.  
18  Even upon my slaves, both men and women,  
          in those days I will pour out my Spirit;  
               and they shall prophesy.  
19  And I will show portents in the heaven above  
          and signs on the earth below,  
               blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  
20  The sun shall be turned to darkness  
          and the moon to blood,  
               before the coming of the Lord’s great and  
          glorious day.  
21  Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord  
          shall be saved.’” 

This is not a cozy campfire—this is a wind-spread forest fire.  Read again verses 19 and 20 and  
imagine the sky during a forest fire. The people who wait on God will witness the burning of old 
ways, clearing the cosmos for the establishment of a beautiful new kingdom. This the way of the 

mighty wind of God. This was such a hard thing to accept that it is no wonder the onlookers 
thought the people were drunk. 

The power of God is rarely easy to experience or witness.  It is unpredictable and seemingly wild; 
but, it is also beautiful and ushers in new growth. I invite you to be part of the wind-spread fire on 

Pentecost, feel the flame. We will be joined by our sisters and brothers of the Trinity Ghanaian 
Presbyterian Fellowship who worship on our campus every Sunday. Together, we will testify to 

our growing, wind-spread faith.   I look forward to being with you then.              

                                                                                                       Patrick  
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

TUESDAY PRAYER GROUP 

Please join us Tuesday morning’s at 9:30 am for a half hour of 
weekly time of prayer.  We will join our hearts together to pray 

for our congregation, our city, our world and each  
other.  Contact Sarah Dennis with questions  

sdennis@tuckahoepres.org. 

WHO ARE WE? 

COME EXPLORE WITH THEOLOGY ON TAP 

AND JAVA WITH JESUS 

Summer is here!  This summer we will be exploring who we are as 
Presbyterians. We will explore where Presbyterian’s came from, what 
we believe and where we are headed. It is going to be a fun and faith-
filled discussion time. So come with your questions and get ready to 

learn (and have a drink or two). 
Theology on Tap will meet at Travinia Italian Kitchen in the Willow 

Lawn Shopping Center at 6:00 p.m. on Mondays:  June 26, July 24 and August 21. 
 

Java with Jesus will meet on Tuesday mornings at 10:30 a.m. at a location 
to be determined.  The meeting dates are: June 27, July 25 and August 22. 
 

Come enjoy a beverage of your choice and some great conversations 
around the table.   

 

FURTHER EXPLORATION...WHO ARE WE? 

JOIN US FOR OUR SUMMER ENRICHMENT SERIES: 

“FAITH OF OUR FATHERS” 

This 3-part series, led by Hal Breitenberg, will examine the religious beliefs and  
practices of America's Founding Fathers, including their views of Christianity and  

various denominations, along with their personal faiths and religious practices. We will 
learn about the Founders’ conceptions of God, history, and morality as well as how 
these views influenced their understandings of America, shaped their ideas about  

government, and were expressed in documents such as the Declaration of  
Independence, Constitution, and Bill of Rights. In addition, 

we will discuss the  importance of religion for several 
“forgotten Founders,” including women. Throughout the  

series we will consider the significance that religion and the 
Founding Fathers has today, both for religion in America 

and for the United States itself.   
Mark your calendars for Wednesday evenings:  

 August 2, 9 and 16.  From 6:30—7:30 p.m. 
in Duntreath Hall.  

mailto:sarah@tuckahoepres.org
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

THANK YOU TO ALL VOLUNTEERS!! 

Sunday School is on hiatus for the summer! Thank you so much 
to all those who gave of their time and energy to teach Sunday 

School this school year.  We are  
looking forward to a fun year next year. If you are in search of 

something to study this summer, talk to Sarah Dennis for ideas. 
 

So much preparation went into Sunday School this year.  From 
organizing classes, organizing alternative meeting time for 
those who cannot come on Sunday morning, to games and 
crafts to reinforce the story for the day.  Thank you so very 

much for all the teachers—if you see them, thank them!! 

CHILDREN:     

Pat Miller Marielle Pool Mickey Mateer 

Linda Denton Jennifer Albertson Kerry Barksdale 

Leslie Shimer Becky Groves Nancy Fabian 

Ruth Anna Langdon Pam Burch Frankie Twigg 

Hilary Robinson Jim McLeskey Julie Hutchins 

Margaret Louise Yuhas Laura Brady Jessica Lurey 

Dan Mascher Dick Mateer Julie Guller 

Christie Wilson Melissa Mascher   

ADULTS:     

Mary McGee Sherry Flournoy John Flournoy 

Ginger Spence Pam Dickerson Bob Smith 

Meg Packard Martha Burgess Kathy Bauer 

Dave Bauer Walter Hogan Walter Smith 

YOUTH ADVISORS & TEACHERS: 

Matthew Mahoney Pat Macaulay Jim Bushong 

Ethan Sherman Rachel Sherman Cathy Moore 

Susan Galvin Alex Miller Tom Adair 

Julie Guller     
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

YOUTH MINISTRIES 
Youth group is on break. Enjoy the summer! 

We will be having some fun events this summer to break  
the heat and hang out.   

Contact Sarah Dennis with questions. But, stay tuned for more 
information about fun events in July and August! 

July 9:  Nerf war with Westminster Presbyterian from 
 4pm-6pm at Bryan Park with picnic dinner and devotions from 5:00-6:00.   

Bring Nerf guns labeled with your name! 
 

August:  Busch Gardens or Kings Dominion trip 

CHILDREN-LED 

WORSHIP 
  

Save the date! There will a 
 children-led worship service June 11!  

Make sure you mark your calendar and 
plan to be here for this wonderful  

morning.  
 
 

MUSIC AND MISSION 

CAMP 

 

All children ages 5-5th grade are invited to 
attend our Music and Mission Camp,  

August 23 from 9-12.  We will play 
games, play bells, make blessing bags for 

those who are homeless in our  
community, and decorate worship bags.  
Parents are invited to come and be with 
us or you may drop children off for the 
morning.  Lunch will be served.  Cost: 
$12/child with a $20 family max.  If your 
child wishes to attend and you need help 
with transportation for your child, please 
let us know at sdennis@tuckahoepres.org. 
 

mailto:sdennis@tuckahoepres.org
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

 

WOMEN’S CONNECTION AT MONTREAT 
We are so excited that there are 20 members of 

Tuckahoe registered to attend the Women’s  
Connection Conference in Montreat, NC 

August 11-13!  Look for information in the  
September Torch to hear about this wonderful 
time of nurture, nature and faith exploration. 

 
 

2017 WOMEN’S CONFERENCE  
FOR EVERYTHING THERE IS A SEASON, LOVING THE LIFE 

YOU ARE LIVING 
Take a weekend away to love, laugh and learn with 

other women.  This conference is planned for 
November 3-4, at River Road Presbyterian  

with special guest speaker Jamie Ivey.   
$125/person  

For more information visit our Facebook page 

@rvawomensconference2017 or contact 
sdennis@tuckahoepres.org. 

 

Jamie Ivey is a podcaster, writer, 
and speaker from Austin, Texas. 

She is the proud mama to four kids 
and the wife to Aaron,  

worship pastor of The Austin Stone Community Church. Jamie 
loves to encourage women to passionately follow Jesus through 

whatever stage of life. She does this through writing and her 
weekly podcast, The Happy Hour with Jamie Ivey. Jamie's  

debut book "If You Only Knew: My Unlikely, Unavoidable  

DONATE YOUR STUDY  

RESOURCES 

If you have study Bibles,  a Reference Companion, the  
Participant's Guide, or DVD’s from our year-long study of 
The Story that you no longer need or will use, please leave 
them in the first office on the left as you come in the office 

door.  We will be locating other churches who are interested in studying this  
curriculum and can use the resource materials.  Thank you!  

mailto:Sdennis@tuckahoepres.org
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

Come join us for Maker Fun Factory this summer! 
July 17—21, 9 a.m.—Noon 

At Maker Fun Factory kids will discover that God made them for a  
purpose...just the way they are! Maker Fun Factory is filled with incredible  

Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear, touch, and even taste! Sciency-Fun  
GizmosTM, team-building games, cool Bible songs, and tasty treats are just a few  

of the standout activities that help faith flow into real life. Plus, kids discover  
how to see evidence of God in everyday life—something we call God Sightings.  

[Get ready to hear that phrase a lot!]  
If you would like to register please fill out the form found on page 13 of this  

newsletter or online.  See you this summer!   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS  

STILL NEEDED!   
This summer’s Vacation Bible School, Maker Fun Factory, is open for  
business from July 17 through July 21.  This wonderful spiritual and  

learning experience for Tuckahoe’s children and others needs your help to 
be a success!  We need Crew Leaders who will shepherd 4-6 children 
through various activity stations each morning.  We need a few more  
Station Leaders who can lead children in games, crafts, or interpreting  
Bible stories.  We need a couple of people who can help the children  

prepare snacks each morning.  We can always find a spot for those who want to 
help wherever they are needed! 

During Maker Fun Factory, our children will learn that God made them for a 
reason.  Perhaps one of the reasons God made you was to help with this 

summer’s Vacation Bible School.  If you think so, please sign up at church in 
Duntreath Hall or through the Sign-Up Genie link at: 

 https://tinyurl.com/TPCVBS17 
 .  If you have questions, you can call Sarah Dennis (282-2860)  

or Tim Beane (363-7841). 
Let’s make Maker Fun Factory our best Vacation Bible School experience 

 ever!  Remember, no prior experience is needed! 
 

https://tinyurl.com/TPCVBS17
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ANNUAL BRIGHT BEGINNINGS SHOPPING DATE 

 
Even though most of our children are 

just getting out of school for the  
summer, it’s time to start planning for 

Tuckahoe’s participation in the 
YMCA’s Bright Beginnings  

Program in August! 
 

This year, the Outreach Division will 
sponsor one shopping trip.  Our trip is 
scheduled for Tuesday, August 1st at 

5:30 p.m. at the Libbie Place Target.  
We are asking for 20 volunteers.  It’s especially fun to have our church family  

together for this wonderful event!  Please sign up early, since volunteer  
opportunities are limited.   

For those of you who may not be familiar with the YMCA’s Bright Beginnings  
Program, it is a 24 year old effort to provide children from low-income families with 
new clothes, shoes, etc. to help ensure that they are able to start the school year off on 
the right foot.  We need volunteers to shop with these children to help them pick out 

their new fall clothes.  (The $100 shopping limit is provided through community  
support)  The time commitment is about  two and a half hours.  This time also includes 

the opportunity to share a meal with your assigned child.  As in the past, shoppers 
need to be 16 years old or older (13 through 15 year olds may shop with another adult 

and child).  Children under 13 years old are asked not to attend, so that the shopper can 
give his/her undivided attention to their assigned child in the program. 

If you are unable to shop with a child on August 1st, another way to help is to make a 
monetary contribution to Tuckahoe Presbyterian earmarked for “YMCA Bright  

Beginnings”.  Please consider sharing a moment of your time, or a monetary donation, 
with a deserving child this summer.  This is a heartwarming experience that 

 you don’t want to miss. 
If you have any questions or would like to sign up for a shopping spot, please contact 

Amanda Carr at Amanda.carr@longandfoster.com or (804) 673-0787. 

mailto:Amanda.carr@longandfoster.com
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2017 MISSION TRIP TO  

SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA 

Preparations are well underway for our June  
mission trip. We will be working with Appalachia  

Service Project in their return to St. Paul's, Virginia to 
make homes for some of the residents of the area safer, 

warmer, and drier. 
The group of volunteers will be leaving Richmond on Sunday, June 25 and returning 

Saturday, July 1. The group consists of 7 adults and 5 youth (high school  
and college age students).  

Ages vary from high school to senior citizens.   Most of the members of the team have 
participated in ASP mission trips before –some having been several times. Abilities 

also vary from very accomplished in construction related tasks to those who are  
learning on the job. However, all will bring enthusiasm to the task, whether it be at an 

advanced level or lending assistance as a “go–fer”.  
If you are interested in joining, two more participants would allow us to send two 

complete teams on the mission.   Please contact Greg Blevins if you are interested in 
joining the Mission Team (592-7844) 

If you are unable to participate, support of the trip can be provided by donations sent 
to the office or put in the offering plate. Donations will help to keep mission  

trips continuing as a part of Tuckahoe’s mission: 
“Called by God to be the heart, voice, hands, and feet of Christ where 

the Spirit leads us.”  

OUR 2017 MISSION TEAM 

Robins Buck Lucky Wroniewicz Colin Hogg 

Steve Kramer Leslie Shimer Harrison Carr 

Marshall Cooke Mary Chris Werner A. W. Dickerson 

Rusty Dickerson Shannon Galt Jim McLeskey 

PRAYER EMPHASIS FOR JUNE 

On Sunday, June 25th volunteers from Tuckahoe will make the journey to the  com-
munity of St. Paul in Wise County, Virginia.  The Appala-

chia Service Project is  
returning to this area after several years of absence and 

an abundance of projects are waiting.  We encourage you 
to pray for the generous volunteers who have dedicated this week to making a sub-
stantial contribution to those in need.  Please lift our teams in your prayers for safe 

travel, successful projects and true fellowship as the “hands of Christ”. 
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AROUND THE CHURCH 

OUR CHRISTIAN  

SYMPATHIES 

Our Christian sympathies and prayers for God’s  
comfort are extended to: 

Margaret Louise Yuhas and her extended family on the 
death of her mother, Margaret B. Yuhas on May 2, 2017. 

 
Jean Bynum and her family on the death of her sister, Joanne Reynolds, who died on 
Saturday, May 6th in Missoula, MT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AN INVITATION FROM  

THE WOMEN’S STUDY 

GROUP 

The Women’s Study Group invites all  
current, former, and prospective  

members to join us for our year-end  
dinner at  Brio’s (Stony Point Fashion 

Park) at 6:00 p.m., Monday night, June 5.  
Call or e-mail Pat Macaulay by 1:00 p.m. 

on Monday the 5th to reserve a spot  
(366-0379 or pmacaula@richmond.edu).  

Come join the fun!  
 

THANK YOU FROM OUR 

MEMBERS 

Julia Mercer writes:  “Greetings from 
Gloucester, VA.  Sorry to be so late with this 
note.  I have been a little slow of late.  My 
neighbor put the lovely lily in the house for 
me.  On my next trip to Richmond, I’ll pick 
it up.  It will soon be in the ground for me to 
enjoy it again next year.  Matthew Mahoney 
and his young son also brought me a lovely 

vase of flowers in 
early spring. 
What a caring 
church!  Thank you 
for all the beautiful 
flowers.  I think of 
you often and re-
member you in my 
prayers.  Thank you 
so much. 

WELCOME, GRANDBABIES! 

Georgia Mae Harding, daughter of Patrick and Tyler 
Wallace Harding, born on April 28th.  Georgia Mae is 
the first grandchild of Dixon and Amanda Wallace. 
 
Hadley Michelle Darden was born on May 3rd to Jacob 
and Lindsey Darden in Wytheville, VA and is the 
ninth great-grandchild of Ann Darden. 

 
Henry Cris Zeilinger was born on May 6th to Jake and Kelsey Albaugh Zeilinger 
and is Susan and John Albaugh’s first grandchild. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christian+sympathy+clip+art&go=&qs=bs&form=QBIR
mailto:pmacaula@richmond.edu
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AROUND THE CHURCH 

 

CONGRATULATIONS,   

GRADUATES! 

Tuckahoe is proud of it’s youth and young adults 
and all that they have accomplished.   

Be sure to congratulate them!  
 

 
 
 

COLLEGE  & POST COLLEGE GRADUATES: 
 
Rachel Christine Burch, daughter of Pam and David Burch, graduated from 
The Ohio State University with a Bachelor of Arts in Islamic Studies with a minor in  
Human Rights.  She has begun working as a case worker for US Together, Inc. in  
Columbus, OH—a non-profit organization which assists in refugee and immigrant  
resettlement. 
 
David Coffey, son of Debbie Coffey, graduated from James Madison University with 
a Master’s degree in Sports Leadership.  He has accepted a position as Director of  
Operations for the Virginia Youth Soccer Association in Fredericksburg, VA. 
 
Ashley Miller, daughter of David Miller and granddaughter of Bob and Gail Miller, 
graduated from Virginia Commonwealth University with a Master’s of Teaching  
in History and Social Studies Education.   
 
Abbey Thornhill, daughter of Joan and Jim Thornhill, graduated from Harvard  
University with a Bachelor of Arts in Government.  She will enroll in Law School at 
the University of Virginia in August. 
 
Sarah Thornhill, daughter of Joan and Jim Thornhill, graduated from Wake Forest 
University with a Bachelor of Science in Mathematical Business. She is moving to 
Charlotte, NC to begin working as a strategic analyst at Red Ventures, Inc.   
 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES: 
Corinne Aliene Burch, daughter of Pam and David Burch, graduated from Maggie 
Walker Governor School and will be attending the Berklee College of Music in Boston 
this fall. 
 
Ian Stevenson, son of Heather and Chris Stevenson,  graduated from Trinity  
Episcopal School and will be attending the University of Richmond this fall.   



 

12 



 

13 



  
                                

        

                           
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TUCKAHOE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 

 

Tuckahoe Staff 
Patrick Dennis,  Pastor 

Mark Cain, Director of Music Ministries 
Sarah Cothern, Assistant Director of Music Ministries 

Sarah Dennis, Director of Christian Formation 
Mary McGee, Office Administrator 

Diane Prevary, Parish Associate 
Ginger Spence, Director of Visitation 

Telephone: 282-2860   
E-mail: office@tuckahoepres.org 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

Called by God, to be the 
heart, voice, hands and feet  

of Christ where  
the Spirit leads us. 

The Torch is a monthly newsletter of     
Tuckahoe Presbyterian Church.  
Deadline is the 25th of each month. 
Editor-Mary McGee; email: office@tuckahoepres.org 

  7000 Park Avenue                                 
 Richmond, VA 23226-3624 

                                                                         
     
                       

 


