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PASTORS REPORT 
2016 ANNUAL REPORT  

 
Abundance!!! 

1In those days when there was again a great crowd without anything to eat, he called his 
disciples and said to them, 2“I have compassion for the crowd, because they have been with me 
now for three days and have nothing to eat. 3If I send them away hungry to their homes, they 
will faint on the way — and some of them have come from a great distance.” 4His disciples 
replied, “How can one feed these people with bread here in the desert?” 5He asked them, “How 
many loaves do you have?” They said, “Seven.” 6Then he ordered the crowd to sit down on the 
ground; and he took the seven loaves, and after giving thanks he broke them and gave them to his 
disciples to distribute; and they distributed them to the crowd. 7They had also a few small fish; 
and after blessing them, he ordered that these too should be distributed. 8They ate and were filled; 
and they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. 9Now there were about four 
thousand people. And he sent them away. 10And immediately he got into the boat with his 
disciples and went to the district of Dalmanutha. 
-Mark 8:1-10 
 
What I love about this text is that there is no explanation for how the bread and fish 
were multiplied. Was it like the manna from heaven--Jesus prayed and 
then…VIOLA…bread for everyone? Or was it that Jesus’ prayer was so inspiring that 
the Spirit moved the people to share the extra rations they happened to bring with 
them?  We aren’t told--and maybe that’s the point—we didn’t have the answers!  It 
takes God’s initiative and our obedience to see the possibilities. 
 
What I also like is that the disciples immediately see problems and not 
possibilities…how much we can be like that! 
 
Churches are places of problems and possibilities. When I talk around the Presbytery, I 
hear lots of problems such as not enough enthusiasm, people, or money; you name it.  
To do the ministries that we believe are faithful to God’s call, we have to envision the 
possibilities. Pastors seem to be in a constant struggle to close the gap--inspiring more 
people to give from their lives to realize those possibilities. However, what is often not 
taken into account, is the fact that we worship a God of limitless possibilities and 
extravagant abundance. Whether the provisions seem to “fall from the sky” or whether 
they are found in the pockets, purses and hearts of our people, Jesus reminds us that 
they are here; ready to be put to work in the Kingdom. 
 
Over this past year our church has lived into that abundance!!!  One of the most 
concrete ways we saw this abundance was in our annual giving campaign with results 
exceeding expectations. But there was also people doing extraordinary things. We have 
seen increasing numbers of people involved in community ministries; members acting 
in creative ways to serve those in our midst with the greatest needs; our leaders 
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adapting to changes in the Session with a “can do” attitude; and an increasing number 
of visitors who are getting involved. Tuckahoe is listening to the Lord and everyone is 
getting to taste and see that serving God is good! 
 
STAFF 
Your staff is a vital part of making good things happen. 
 
Mark Cain, Director of Music Ministries, works diligently to diversify and expand our 
music offerings. We have all benefitted from his passion as our choirs practice ahead in 
the church calendar to ensure excellence in anthems and choral cantatas. He, along with 
Sarah Cothern, hasw also enhanced instrumental offerings on Sunday mornings.  
 
Sarah Cothern, Assistant Director of Music Ministries, along with her wonderful organ 
and piano skills, has contributed ideas for choir pieces, adult and children, as well as 
helped Mark and me envision new possibilities for the choirs. 
 
Becky Goode left us to move back to Georgia with her partner, Robbie. We celebrated 
her thirteen-year ministry as the Director of Children’s Ministries and prayed for her to 
continue to be blessed and a blessing to a future congregation.   
 
Sarah Dennis, Director of Christian Formation, came on board mid-year and has hit the 
ground running. Sarah took over Becky’s responsibilities as well as youth and adults. 
She has overseen the implementation of our all-church curriculum, The Story; designed 
new youth programs; worked with our Parish Associate on worship instructional 
offerings; enriched our Theology on Tap and Java with Jesus theological conversations; 
and worked in concert with the Christian Formation Committee to envision new 
approaches and programs for future implementation. 
 
Mary McGee, Office Administrator, ensures that our work is coordinated, 
communicated, and that all the details needed to effectively “run” a church are 
accomplished. She collaborates with the other staff on developing new ideas and is the 
“go to” for anything one needs to know about what’s happening. 
 
Ginger Spence, Director of Visitation, continues to enrich our church family with her 
great pastoral care skills.  She has assisted in the implementation of programs, such as 
Listening from the Heart, and provided assistance in pastoral acts for special services and 
funerals.  She has also done a great job in equipping our members to be effective 
caregivers. 
 
Diane Prevary, Parish Associate, does wonders in our church. In addition to preaching, 
assisting in worship, and covering for emergencies during my time away, she has 
become involved in the formational ministry, assisting Sarah Dennis in worship 
workshops, as well as Wednesday Night Supper lectures.  
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OTHER   
Session has been active and effective this year.  We formalized a partnership with the 
Trinity Ghanaian Presbyterian Fellowship; created the new full-time position of 
Director of Christian Formation and hired Sarah Dennis. We also reduced the terms for 
elders and deacons from three to two years to accommodate changing realities in home 
and family while still allowing for six consecutive years of service.  And we joyfully 
made a $10,000 donation from the Endowment Fund toward Camp Hanover’s capital 
campaign. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Patrick Dennis 

Pastor, Head of Staff 
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DEACONS 
2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

On January 1, 2016, the Board of Deacons consisted of eighteen (18) Deacons.  The 
following members served as Deacons:  Alison Blevins, Pam Burch, Jim Bushong, 
Amanda Carr (Moderator), Dee Daughtrey, Sherry Flournoy, Julie Guller, Julie 
Hutchins, Steve Kramer, Ruth Anna Langdon, Matthew Mahoney, Kathy Manzer, Jim 
McLeskey, Jackie Meyers, Meg Packard, Leslie Shimer, Dot Smith, and Joan Thornhill.  
 

With the exception of the moderator, each deacon is assigned a Care/Share 
Group (C/S Group) consisting of approximately 15-20 Tuckahoe members.  We began 
with seventeen (17) groups and ended with the same seventeen (17). 
  

General Deacon Duties 

Deacons are expected to reach out on a regular basis to their C/S Group (preferably in 
person) but also by phone, email, or regular mail to keep in touch about how members 
are doing.  They also communicate to their Group upcoming Tuckahoe events and 
notice of deaths of congregation members.  If a member of their C/S Group dies, the 
Deacon supports the pastor and the Memorial Committee when the family is making 
funeral arrangements.  The Memorial Committee works directly with the family 
regarding food for a reception but the Deacon may organize other meals for the 
family.  The Board of Deacons also maintains a “Bereavement Box” which the Deacon 
may loan to the family.  The box contains paper products, thank-you notes, stamps, and 
other items the family may use as needed. The Deacon is responsible for refilling the 
box and submitting receipts to the Church for reimbursement.  Deacons can also 
organize meals for any members when needed and provide or arrange for 
transportation to doctor's appointments, etc. along with other needs noted by the 
Deacon, although this is not a requirement. 
 

Deacons are expected to write up a monthly summary report summarizing their 
contacts with members.  The report may include suggestions for a visit by the pastoral 
care staff, flower delivery or the need for the assignment of a Stephens’ Minister.  The 
Moderator collects the reports at each monthly meeting and immediately passes them 
to the pastoral care staff member attending the meeting. 
  

Card Shower – This ministry began in 2012.  Each month two (2) Deacons take 
responsibility to send cards to those on our Homebound List (maintained and updated 
by the office administrator based on input from staff and the Deacons’ monthly 
reports).  Cards are intended to let our homebound members know they are 
remembered, we pray for them, and continue to consider them part of our church 
community.  Children sometimes make cards in their Sunday School classes; Deacons 
contribute/purchase their own cards or use cards provided in a box located beneath 
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their mailboxes.  The Deacons receive very positive feedback and comments from 
members who receive these cards. 
  

Emergency Shelter Meals – In July and August Deacons sign up to provide the 
spaghetti dinner for the Men’s Emergency Shelter to give the regular cooks a 
break.  Tuckahoe’s ministry for the Shelter has been going on for more than 20 years. 
  

Fellowship Hour – Deacons are encouraged to work with their C/S Group to 
provide refreshments for the Fellowship time after church. This is another way to bring 
members of their groups together.  In addition, in 2016, the Deacons formed rotating 
groups of three Deacons to host an After Church Fellowship when no volunteers were 
available for a particular Sunday. 

  

Flower Deliver-- In 2016, the Deacons were approached to assist in the flower 
delivery after church for the months of January and February 2017.  Individual 
Deacons graciously accepted this duty.  

 
 Young Adult Care/Share Group--In 2017 there will be a new care/share group 
added with a deacon to keep in touch with the church's young adults (early 20's 
through early 30's) who have grown up in the church, moved away, but still consider 
Tuckahoe as their home church.  
  

Other Duties/Responsibilities – Deacons are assigned responsibility for the 
opening/closing prayer for the monthly meetings (held the third Wednesday of each 
month) and to attend the monthly Session meeting (held on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month).  They share with Session any important matters from the Board of 
Deacons and they report back about the Session meeting.  Deacons along with Elders 
are assigned to serve communion in church and in home. 

  
  

 Respectfully submitted,  
Amanda Carr 

2016 Moderator 
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ADMINISTRATION & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

During 2016, the Administration & Personnel (A&P) Committee consisted of Tim 
Beane, Ray Hoge (Moderator), Kathy Mahone, Dave Bauer, Kathy Bauer, Pam 
Dickerson, and Jim Thornhill.  The Committee met eleven times during the year, 
usually on the third Tuesday of the month.  Reverend Dennis attended all of our 
meetings. 
 
As our name implies, A&P is responsible for numerous administrative and personnel 
matters at Tuckahoe.  This includes budgeting and approving expenditures for a 
significant portion of the church’s expenses; recruiting and hiring new, non-ordained 
staff; seeing to it that procedural reviews occur as needed; approving the use of church 
facilities by outside groups; managing contractual relationships with employees; 
ensuring the church office is equipped appropriately; etc. and etc. 
 
The following items provide a good representation of what A&P accomplished in 2016. 

   Conducted annual financial and insurance reviews. 

   Conducted annual performance reviews with the staff. 

   Managed 2016 spending in accordance with the 2016 budget and submitted a 
budget for 2017. 

   Approved a sexual harassment policy  

   Approved the Ghanaian church’s use of Wilson Hall beginning in July. 

   Hired Sarah Dennis to both replace Sarah Morgan and expand the church’s 
adult education offerings.  Following Becky Goode’s departure, expanded Sarah’s 
role to include Becky’s duties with the title. 
 

During 2017, A&P plans to continue to be an active, though at times behind the scenes, 
contributor to Tuckahoe. We will put in place a new contract with SPARC for 2017-18.  
We also plan to review and update our Church Use Policy, Wedding Policy and other 
policies as necessary. 
 
We are very blessed at Tuckahoe to have a caring and committed staff.  As you see them 
at work, please take a moment and thank them for their service. 
 
Tim Estes is serving as Moderator of A&P for 2017 and we welcome Harold Cothern 
and Matthew Mahoney to the Committee.  Please contact Tim or any other member of 
the Committee if you have any suggestions or are interested in serving on the 
Committee. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ray Hoge 

2016 Moderator 
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION COMMITTEE 
2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
The Christian Formation Committee focuses on all aspects of disciple development in 
the lives of our members, including both formal and informal education experiences, 
building and nurturing relations with God and one another, and personal and corporate 
development. Among the areas of church life for which we are responsible are Sunday 
School (for children, youth and adults), Vacation Bible School (VBS), Youth Ministry, 
Wednesday Night Suppers (WNS), Fellowship, the Library, and Summer Educational 
Activities. 
 
Christian Formation members in 2016 were: Jane Werner (third-year Elder and 
Moderator), Cheryl Turner (second-year Elder and Wednesday Night Suppers), Ross 
DeBolt (first-year Elder and Liaison with the Fellowship Committee), Corinne Burch 
(Youth Elder), Becky Goode (Staff, Children’s Ministries), Sarah Dennis (Staff, Youth 
Ministries, second half), Tom Adair (Youth Ministries), Wendel Gouldman (Adult 
Ministries), Dianne St. John (Fellowship Chair), Pat Miller (The Story) and Harold 
Cothern (Publicity). 
 
Children’s and Youth Ministries 
We were blessed to have the opportunity to add Sarah Dennis as our staff resource for 
Youth and Adult Ministries.  Shortly after that we were sad to lose Becky Goode after 13 
years of service to our children, but were blessed that Sarah Dennis was willing to take 
on those responsibilities as well. 
 
In addition to Sunday School programming, children’s ministries for the year included:  
Time for Children during worship, Parents’ Night Out, Easter egg hunt, VBS, leading a 
worship service, M&M and Skittles during WNS, a Worshipping with Children 
program, and the Christmas Eve pageant. 
 
In addition to Sunday School programming, youth ministries for the year included:  
Souper Bowl of Caring donations for Lamb’s Basket, high school beach retreat, Youth 
Sunday, attendance at the summer Montreat conference, and participation with 
CARITAS, Feed More, Stop Hunger Now, Trunk or Treat, Sole Hope and clean-up day. 
 
Adult Sunday School 
During the year, three Sunday School classes were held regularly for adults: Total 

weekly attendance was between 30 and 50. For the first half of the year, The New 

Covenant class followed the Adult Bible Studies from Cokesbury, a resource of the 

United Methodist Church. Each quarter a different author explored different scripture, 

and each week the teaching team used the material to promote discussion. The Forum 

class used the FaithLink lesson series, published by Cokesbury.  The Discovery class 
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discussed a number of books, including Adam  Hamilton’s book, Half Truths – God 

Helps Those Who Help Themselves and Other Things the Bible Doesn’t Say.  

Beginning in September, The New Covenant Class, the Forum class and a new class 
geared to adults with young children began studying The Story, a chronological journey 
through the Bible. 
 
Wednesday Night Suppers 
With tremendous support from the Fellowship Committee (see Fellowship, below) and 
staff, Christian Formation brings the church into the work week for our members 
through the Wednesday Night Supper program. It provides food, fellowship, and 
opportunities to advance one’s faith and Christian understanding. 
 
In 2016 Cheryl Turner and Sarah Dennis coordinated adult programming with 
guidance from Patrick Dennis.  Programming for the first half of the year revolved 
around the themes Worship Arts, Lent and Mission.  The fall season focused on The Story: 
Behind the Scenes.  We looked into the context and background of the Old Testament 
books covered in The Story.  
 
Program highlights for WNS in 2016 include: 

 Ash Wednesday service 

 Sara Sommers presenting a Lenten guide based on the book “Celebration 
Disciplines” by Foster 

 Prayer stations using a labyrinth 

 Healing and Wholeness Service 

 Liturgical dance team 
 
In addition, TPC staff and lay leaders provided programming for our children.  The 
Skittles and M&M programs give children the opportunity to hone their singing, 
dancing, and acting skills to the glory of God. 
 
Fellowship 
The Fellowship Committee (FC) provides opportunities for building relationships and 
expressing care among the members of the community at Tuckahoe Presbyterian 
Church. The FC fosters such “koinonia” primarily by planning and leading events and 
activities that bring people together. 
 
Historically, the FC at Tuckahoe has assumed responsibility for planning most of the 
church’s activities that involve serving food. Current ministries include: 

 

 Picnic 

 Seasonal events 

 Dinners 
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 Trunk or Treat 

 Dinner and a Movie Night 

 Faith Night at The Diamond 

 Special After Church Fellowship Luncheons 

 Ladies’ Tea  

 Other 
 
The FC is responsible for planning and recruiting coordinators to lead the After-Church 
Fellowship Hour each Sunday following morning worship.  A sign-up board is on 
display outside Duntreath hall.  Duties for hosting the Fellowship Hour include:  
providing food and drink, set up and clean up. 

 
Wednesday Night Suppers:  Duties include:  scheduling people for set up, recruiting 
and scheduling cooking teams, and oversight of clean up employee.  They are not 
responsible for WNS programs. 
 
Library 
The library under the expert management of Kaye Keyes continues to provide resources 
to adults and children.  The children make regular visits to the library during their 
Sunday School time. 
 
Summer Educational Activities 
Christian Formation sponsored several opportunities aimed at keeping the 
congregation engaged in faith-based discussions during the summer.   Java with Jesus 
held at Starbucks and Theology on Tap held at Ardent Brewery.  It was decided to 
continue these programs during the year, with the Theology on Tap program moving its 
location to Strangeways Brewery.  
 
In addition, a three-part summer enrichment series “Religion and Politics” was held in 
July facilitated by Hal Breitenberg and two other professors from Randolph Macon 
College.  
 
Rally Day 
Christian Formation sponsored a new form of “Rally Day” in September, when we held 
a celebratory kick-off to the new church year by hosting a Duntreath Hall picnic. After 
the picnic, information was shared on our programming for the year to come, including 
all of our Sunday School classes.   The night was wrapped up with a visit from the 
Mister Softee Ice-cream truck.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jane Werner  

2016 Moderator 
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
Members of the 2016 Outreach Committee were Terry Brady (Moderator), Greg Blevins 
(Elder), Susan Breitenberg, Robins Buck, Pam Burch, Amanda Carr, Dave Kaechele 
(Elder January – July), Melissa Mascher, Dick Mateer, Nancy Millsaps, Meg Packard, 
Shawna Shade, Dot Smith, Ginger Spence (Staff),and Bill Stallings. The committee met 
eleven times on the second Monday of the month.  
 
“Called by God to be the heart, voice, hands, and feet of Christ where the spirit leads us.” 
Outreach attempts to identify services and opportunities for Tuckahoe’s members and 
to coordinate appropriate events and activities. These efforts involve our community, 
other states, and missionary support in Haiti. Some of Outreach’s major activities in 
2016 were: 
 
Oak Grove Bellemeade Elementary School – For the 11th year TPC volunteers 
mentored at-risk students, assisted teachers, and supported various efforts of the school 
and its PTA. Some of these activities were: sending birthday cards to students; 
providing loaves of holiday bread for teachers, staff, custodians, and bus drivers; 
assisting with the back to school luncheon for teachers; providing and assembling Elf 
Bags; participating in a book drive coordinated by Cosby High School DECA students; 
collecting school supplies at VBS; and reading to students during Dr. Seuss week.  
 
Food for Shelters – Lunches were provided once a month for Liberation Family 

Services. Lunches were prepared by Sunday School classes and delivered by 
volunteers. The cost of the lunches is funded primarily by the CentsAbility offering 
which is collected the first Sunday of each month. Quarterly dinners for Liberation 

Family Services and monthly dinners for Home Again (formerly Men’s Emergency 
Shelter) and Housing Families First (formerly Hilliard House) were prepared, 
delivered, and served by TPC volunteers. 
 
Meals on Wheels – Meals were delivered by teams of TPC volunteers to residents of 
our community 5, and sometimes 6 days, each month throughout the year. 
 
Hearth of Henrico – TPC members filled 22 Thanksgiving baskets with food and a gift 
card to be distributed to needy families through Hearth of Henrico, a program which is 
a part of Henrico Social Services. 
 
LAMB’s Basket – Non–perishable food is collected and delivered to LAMB’s Basket 
each month. Some members volunteer in the warehouse and/or deliver food to the 
facility.  
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YMCA Bright Beginnings – In August TPC members shopped with students for back 
to school items. This program served just fewer than 200 Henrico children.  
 
Project Homes – In February members of TPC built wheelchair ramps making it 
possible for disabled persons to access their dwelling.  
 
Stop Hunger Now – This event was held at Tuckahoe on October 15. Most of the 
approximately 90 volunteers were TPC members who packed 15,000 meals to be sent to 
impoverished areas of the world. Over $5,000 was raised through contributions to 
support the event. 
 
Missionary Support – TPC continues to support Cindy Correll and her work in Haiti. 
Cindy is sponsored by POJ but depends on additional financial support from churches 
to carry out her work of coordinating assistance for residents in their efforts to become 
self –sufficient in providing for their own daily needs  
 
Mission Trip – In June a group of 20 TPC members and our pastor journeyed to 
Jackson, Kentucky to participate in Appalachian Service Project’s efforts to provide 
warmer, drier, and safer dwellings for those in need. TPC’s group worked on 3 homes, 
addressing both interior and exterior problems. Some of these tasks included improving 
drainage, repairing roofs, installing siding, adding a door and a wheelchair ramp, 
repairing and upgrading plumbing and electrical issues where needed.  
 
Salvation Army Angel Tree – TPC members provided and delivered 2 presents to each 
of the 25 children whose incarcerated parents requested this help.   
 
Denominational Agencies Support – Financial contributions were given to Human 

Kind (the Zuni facility which houses disabled adults), Camp Hanover, Westminster 

Canterbury, VIPCARE, Covenant Woods, and Massanetta Springs through line items 
in our budget. Additional support was given to Camp Hanover’s Capital Campaign 
through Endowment Funds. Additional funds were contributed to Zuni as that facility 
is being closed due to its inability to meet certain federal regulations and money was 
needed to help relocate residents. This funding came from the Nikki Kennerly Fund.  
 
Community Ministries Support – Fifteen community agencies received contributions 
from TPC totaling $5,000. These agencies were A Grace Place, Boaz and Ruth, 
CARITAS, Crossover Health, FeedMore, Hearth of Henrico, HomeAgain, Housing 
Families First, LAMB’s Basket, Meals on Wheels, MICAH Initiative, Project Homes, 
YMCA Bright Beginnings, and YWCA Children at Risk Program. Major financial 
support for these agencies was provided by a line item in our budget supplemented by 
the Outreach Fund. 
Presbyterian Women – Although PW as an organization has transitioned to the 
Women’s Bible Study Group, Operation Christmas Child was continued. This project 
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involves filling shoe boxes with items such as school supplies, hygiene items, small 
toys, etc. and sending the boxes to children in impoverished parts of the world. 
Members of the women’s group also knit/and or crocheted hats for newborns in the 
VCU NICU unit.  
 
Soup Sales - In September, Outreach hosted the WNS featuring soups for sale to raise 
money for mission programs. Many quarts of soup were prepared by members of the 
Outreach Committee and sold through pre - orders. Sales totaled just over $2,500. 
 
Furniture drive for CARITAS – Since there was no yard sale this year, some members 
had a need to dispose of household goods. Thus items were picked up and delivered to 
collection points at two local Episcopal churches. Such donations are used by CARITAS 
to furnish homes for families who have gone through its program and are transitioning 
to a home of their own. 
 
Helping Hands Fund – Loose plate offerings on Communion Sundays and Christmas 
Eve Services are contributed to this fund. $500 is kept in the fund for the pastor’s 
discretionary use for emergency needs members of our congregation may have. Any 
monies over the $500 amount are divided equally between CapUp and Hearth of 

Henrico.  
 
In 2017 Greg Blevins will serve as moderator of the committee. Terry Brady will 
continue as an Elder. All activities of the committee are expected to continue.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Terry Brady 

2016 Moderator 
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE  
2016 ANNUAL REPORT  

 
 As stated in the Property Committee Policies and Procedures, the Property Committee 
cares for the real property of the congregation, striving to keep in proper repair the 
church edifice and other buildings belonging to the congregation, fully aware that the 
congregation has provided these buildings and grounds for the Glory of God.  
 
The members of the Property Committee for 2016 are Bob Lacy, Pat Brady, Curtis Carr, 
Bill Carter, Bill Crenshaw, Harry Edwards, Bob Glass, Tom Lee, Jason Pool, Charlie 
Shade, Marty Turpin, Ann Watson, Camellia Wroniewicz and Lucky Wroniewicz, 
Moderator.  
 
In addition to our efforts to maintain the Church grounds and buildings daily, we also 
perform extended planning and activities to insure the future viability of our property. 
Following is a list of some of the more prominent activities that were accomplished 
during 2016.  
 

 Worked with contractors to correct heating problem in the downstairs portion of 
the new education building area.  

 Installed a new electronic door locking system to enhance building security. As a 
part of the security enhancement, all exterior door locks in the main buildings 
were changed.  

 The exteriors of the Sanctuary, Wilson Hall and the windows around the office 
(including the office entry) were painted. In addition, all the black metal 
handrails were painted and the hand rail at the Franklin Street entrance was 
repaired. These were Ned Warinner Capital Maintenance Fund items.  

 Jay Guller completed his Eagle Scout Project – beautifying the atrium between 
the Education Building and Duntreath Hall.  

 Terminix completed termite treatments on the Sanctuary and Education Building 
sides of the TPC facilities. This resulted from reported termite sightings in the 
sanctuary and the nursery. The complete perimeter of the TPC facilities was 
essentially treated as a precautionary action.  

 The downstairs tiled hallways were buffed and waxed.  

 Motion detecting light switches were installed in the most-frequented areas of 
the TPC facilities as both a safety and cost reduction measure.  

 Shelves for toy storage were made and installed in the nursery.  

 Quotes were solicited for the replacement of old insulation on the Sanctuary air 
conditioning duct as well as for repair of a section of the duct. This work was 
deferred due to significant expense that would be required for installation of a 
catwalk in the Sanctuary attic for work access. The resolution of the attic access 
issue is still under consideration.  
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We held our normal semiannual work days with some terrific results. Some highlights 
of the activities are:  
 o Thinned the bushes at the west sanctuary door  
 o Installed new stepping stones at the choir room steps  
 o Removed the dead boxwood at the Wilson Hall corner  
 o Cleaned out the bushes behind the TPC sign at the Park/Stafford corner  
 o Cleaned out the Duntreath Hall closet  
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lucky Wroniewicz 

2016 Moderator 
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STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
 
The Stewardship and Finance Committee is responsible for monitoring the financial 
affairs of our Church and for promoting Christian Stewardship within our 
congregation.  As part of that mission, we strive to ensure that every member of 
Tuckahoe is encouraged to contribute to our Church, not only with their financial 
resources, but also through gifts of their time and talents.  The 2016 Stewardship and 
Finance Committee members were: 
 
 Elder Bob Lacy  Elder Bill Carter, Moderator Elder Carol Martin 
 Kerry Barksdale  Bob Miller    Bill Millsaps 
 Chuck Shimer  Dixon Wallace     
 Dick Mateer, Treas.  John Flournoy, Asst. Treas. 
 
This was John Flournoy’s second year as Assistant Treasurer.  He continues to take 
initiative to examine some of the ways we approach Stewardship and to suggest fresh 
alternatives.  The year 2016 marked Dick Mateer’s ninth year as Treasurer, and he 
continues to do an exemplary job.  It would be impossible to conduct the financial 
affairs of Tuckahoe Presbyterian Church without their faithful and dedicated service, so 
please make a point of thanking them the next time your paths cross.   
 
STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN:  2016 marked the second time we have employed a 
year-long campaign, designed to involve our congregation more fully than the 
traditional fall campaign.  With the encouragement and guidance of Deborah Rexrode 
from the POJ, we undertook several new initiatives for 2016.  The “Sharing Our 
Blessings” theme began with a completely redesigned booklet, created by Mary McGee, 
which provided everyone a fresh look at what we do and what we spend.  We 
continued our monthly Moments for Mission, centered on Stewardship themes.  Kerry 
Barksdale helped by publishing Bible passages centered on giving in our Sunday 
bulletins and the monthly newsletter, The Torch, throughout the year. 
 
We asked our committees to give us their “wish” lists of programs and undertakings 
that are important to them, and would require additional monies to implement.  We 
announced the “wish list” to the congregation and saw good results from these specific 
ideas to add to or expand what we already do to help others.  In addition, we asked our 
Deacons and Elders to pledge early in order to show their commitment to Tuckahoe.  
We were overjoyed to receive 100% participation from those groups. 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE:  The Nominating Committee has traditionally been 
constituted as a subcommittee under Stewardship and Finance.  Starting in 2014, we 
formalized a process where the second year Elder chairs that committee with the first 
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year Elder serving as an at-large member in order to prepare for the leadership role.  
Carol Martin led the effort for 2016 and once again began the process earlier, involving 
a representative cross-section of the congregation.  The Nominating Committee’s work 
was delayed slightly due to the implementation of new terms and size of the Session 
and new terms for the Deacons.  After much prayerful consideration, the Session voted 
to reduce its size from 18 members (plus a one-year special term youth elder) to a range 
of 12-18 members (plus a Youth Elder) with the intent being to eventually have 13 total 
Elders serving two-year terms instead of three years. 
 
The number of Deacons remains the same (18) but the term was also changed to two 
years for that body.  This approach met with much success, and the committee 
produced a highly qualified slate of candidates.   
 
Besides Elders Bill Carter, Carol Martin and Bob Lacy, the committee members 
included: 
 Jennifer Albertson  Pam Burch  Martha Burgess   
 Marshall Cooke  Ross DeBolt  Butch Richardson 
 Jim McLeskey  Alex Miller  Lucky Wroniewicz 
 
Officer candidates who were contacted and nominated by the 2016 Committee, and 
subsequently elected by the congregation: 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES, Class of 2019: 
Tim Beane 
 
ELDERS: - 2018 
Bill Carter 
Terry Brady 
Leslie Shimer 
Curtis Carr 
 
DEACONS: - 2018 
Alison Blevins 
Eileen Vogel 
Melissa Mascher 
Julia Adair 
Marielle Pool 
Jackie Stallings 
 
 
SPECIAL TERM ELDER – 2017 
Polly Sommers 
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I want to thank all of these volunteers for their hard work and tireless dedication. I also 
want to thank our congregation for responding to the call and allowing us to do more 
for those in need through ministry. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Bill Carter 

2016 Moderator 
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WORSHIP AND MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
2016 ANNUAL REPORT   

 
The Worship and Membership Committee oversees TPC worship services and 
membership responsibilities. During 2016, Committee membership included: Alex 
Miller, Elder and Moderator; Walter Hogan, Elder; Karen Cooke, Elder; Hal 
Breitenberg, Mark Cain, Dee Daughtrey, Patrick Dennis, and Bill Vogel.  In 2016, the 
Committee focused on the following:  
 
Name Tags:  To encourage a sense of community and belonging, the Committee 
introduced reusable name tags for all members.  These name tags are kept on magnetic 
boards outside the sanctuary.   
 
Updating Promotional Material in Pews:  The Committee updated the promotional 
materials kept behind each pew to reflect staffing changes and include our new church 
logo. 
 
Introducing Gluten-Free Communion Bread:  Because some members of Tuckahoe 
have gluten allergies, the Committee recognized the need to offer a gluten-free 
alternative.  At first, a tray with gluten-free wafers was added in the narthex.  Because 
the Committee believed that communion binds us all as Christians, it sought bread that 
could be taken by all of Tuckahoe’s members.  The Committee selected gluten-free 
bread and introduced it to the congregation in October 2016 on World Communion 
Sunday. 
 
Adding Pictures to Online Directory:  Following the release of Tuckahoe’s latest 
pictorial directory, the committee launched an effort in February 2016 to take individual 
pictures of all members to be used in the online photo directory on the church’s website. 
 
New Outdoor Banners:  The Committee replaced several outdoor banners advertising 
our worship services and special events that were outdated or damaged. 
 
Increasing Worship Resources Budget:  The Committee recognized that music is so 
important in worship, and that Tuckahoe has a dynamic and talented music ministry, 
so it decided to increase the funds allotted for purchasing new sheet music and for 
hiring guest musicians.   
 
Special Worship Services:  The Committee supported Patrick’s plans to hold additional 
services to those on Sunday morning.  These include a youth-led service in February, a 
Healing and Wholeness Service in March, a children-led service in June, a “Blue 
Christmas Service” in November, as well as special services on Ash Wednesday, 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter at Sunrise, and Christmas Eve. 
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Friendship Pad Folders:  The Committee ordered new blue folders, which will soon 
replace the red pew folders currently holding the friendship pads in the pews.   
 
Recruiting Lay Readers:  Committee member Dee Daughtrey recruited a diverse group 
of lay readers for Sunday worship services throughout the year. 
 
The figures below highlight the changes to Tuckahoe’s membership that occurred 
during 2016:   

 7 deaths 
 1 birth 
 2 baptisms 
 12 new members 

o 5 by confirmation 
o 5 by reaffirmation of faith 
o 2 transfers 

 
The average attendance of Sunday morning worship services was 131 people. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Alex Miller  
2016 Moderator 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



22 | P a g e  
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
The Presbyterian Women of Tuckahoe Church (PW) are a group of approximately 20 
women who meet on the first Monday evening of each month, October through June, 
for Bible study and fellowship in the home of Ruth Anna Langdon. In 2016, we 
continued our series entitled Disciples and Other Sinners by Ronn Kerr. 
 
The steering committee, composed of Becky Theuer (Moderator), Meg Packard 
(Treasurer), Susan Breitenberg, Barbie Keatts, and Ginger Spence met in October to 
review our general direction, budget, outreach efforts, and ideas for the next study 
series.  
 
Our streamlined approach of offering only one Circle is working well; attendance and 
enthusiasm remain strong. A small group of dedicated teachers plans all lessons. We 
advertise that membership is low-pressure - no teaching or hosting responsibilities.  We 
offer a variety of outreach projects, considering our small budget and the need to avoid 
overwhelming members with too many monetary requests. 
 
Following is a summary of the activities of the PW for 2016:   
   

1. Made financial contributions to a variety of organizations and Presbyterian 
offering funds, including Church Worldwide Mission Support, PW Synod, PW 
Presbytery of the James, and Covenant Woods Guild. 
 

2. Purchased and presented Bibles to five confirmands in May.  
 

3. Collected 33 boxes for Operation Christmas Child in November and prepared 
two Thanksgiving boxes for Hearth of Henrico. 
 

4. Purchased Christmas gifts in December for one child at Oak Grove-Bellemeade 
Elementary School. 
 

5. Donated 68 knitted/crocheted baby hats to VCU Medical Center. 
 
We present cradle crosses to mothers of new babies as an ongoing project. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Becky Theuer 

Moderator 
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DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
What a joy it has been to join the staff at Tuckahoe Presbyterian this year.  Since 
beginning my call I have been delighted to work with children, youth and adult 
ministries, learning and serving with wonderful volunteers, and dreaming about the 
educational ministry here at Tuckahoe.  
 
Since officially taking over Children Ministries as part of my ministry this fall, we have 
worked to find volunteers to staff the nursery, including finding a volunteer to 
coordinate the lists.  Also in a effort to further the engagement of children in worship, 
Diane Prevary and I held a Worship Readiness Class over the summer, which will be 
repeated this winter.  We have also formed a Children’s Ministry Team, whose primary 
responsibility is to help dream about the future of children’s ministry at Tuckahoe and 
provide support to me in this process. 
 
Youth ministry is such a joy to be a part of, both with the youth and adults so graciously 
serving them.  From kicking off our year with a Twinkie night, to making shoes for 
those in Uganda, helping with Stop Hunger Now, learning how our story fits with 
God’s and playing Giant Clue (not to mention more than a few games of Sardines)! 
Youth Group is filled with laughter and God’s Spirit.  I invite anyone who is interested 
to come join us!  
 
Adult ministry continues to thrive.  Most of the Sunday school classes are exploring The 
Story curriculum, with one class continuing their tradition of reading different books 
together.  We had a delightful and informative lecture series this summer on Religion 
and Politics, which lead to continued conversation at our monthly Theology on Tap and 
Java with Jesus programs, which have continued year round.  Wednesday night 
programing invited adults to dive deeper in The Story, the background and context of 
each book of the Old Testament. 
 
Formational ministry here at Tuckahoe is lively and robust, and I am very excited about 
what the future holds.  Come and join us!  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sarah Dennis 

Director of Christian Formation 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 
2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

During 2016 we actively worked with our children to incorporate their music into our 
Sunday morning worship.  Their practice time is during the Sunday School hour-- 
meeting each Sunday at 9:40 a.m.  We have incorporated new songs that coordinate 
with the worship topic of the day. 
 
KMD Bells, (that’s, Kids, Moms, and Dads) has flourished this past year, with the start of 
beginners, kids and Moms, playing for the first time.  In no time we have progressed to 
playing 'real' music. We welcomed Audrey Dennis and her Mom, Sarah, and Mac 
Mahoney joined the rest of his family for the first time this year. Corrine Burch 
continues to help with this group.  Progress in this group has been impressive and fast. 
They rehearse on Wednesday evenings at 5:30 p.m. 
 
The Adult Bell Choir, aka, Tintinnabulation, continues to rehearse each Wednesday 
night, September through May, at 7:30 p.m.  With the addition of choir chimes we 
will use both sets of ‘bells’, together with mallets, for even more diversity in sound 
within this group.  This group also rehearses on Wednesday evenings, at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Our main church choir, the Chancel Choir, continues to lead tirelessly in worship each 
week.  We have welcomed several new members to our choir this year and are thrilled 
to have them!  The highlight of the Christmas Season was the presentation of the 
Christmas Cantata, “Jesus!, the Advent of the Messiah”, performed with a ten-piece guest 
orchestra.   The Cantata was presented as part of the worship service on Sunday, 
December 18th and we were thrilled to have the huge crowd in attendance to share in 
this special worship experience.  (So many we ran out of bulletins that morning!).   At 
the Good Friday service the choir presented a Cantata with narration that was a 
meaningful and moving experience for those who attended.  
 
Our instruments, organ and pianos, are regularly maintained through the year.  Sarah 
Cothern, our Assistant Director of Music Ministries, and I enjoy a great comradery and 
enjoy the opportunity to play various forms of duets together. 
  
Our Pastor, Patrick Dennis, and I meeting extensively and regularly to plan and pray 
for the services at Tuckahoe.  Our goal is for all elements of the service to be 
coordinated with The Story or the Lectionary and the subject of the day.  
  
Tuckahoe's Music Ministry is continuing to grow with quality and enthusiasm.  Come 
join us, there's a place for YOU ! 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mark Cain,  

Director, Music Ministries 
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PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY 
2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
The thing that brought me the greatest joy this past year was building relationships 
with Deacons, Stephen Ministers, and new and old members.  Getting to know people I 
did not know before and strengthening relations with those I have known a long time. 
Through visitation, serving home communion, and Bible Studies I have spent at least 10 
hours a week in this joyful endeavor.  I get to be the heart, voice, hands, and feet of God 
where the Spirit leads me.  It is a blessing to the Church and to me to be able to do this. I 
am assisted by the Deacons and the Stephen Ministers. They too put in a lot of hours 
calling and visiting people.   The Deacons and the Stephen Ministers extend the warmth 
of the staff and congregation through their interactions with those assigned to them.  In 
this way we can extend the right hand of fellowship, our help when needed, and a 
personal presence to our congregation.    
 
In October we had a workshop called Listening and Speaking from the Heart.  Over 20 
people spent the afternoon learning how to better communicate with their loved ones 
and others they encounter in life.  It was a delight to share information and ideas with 
each other and have fun doing it.  I look forward to having more opportunities to share 
information about living as Christians in difficult times.  As we all learn more about 
providing the ministries of presence, comfort, and listening, life will be so much richer 
and more rewarding for all. 
 
As part of the Outreach Committee I see the work that makes our church able to reach 
beyond our doors to the world in need.  It is a staff assignment to be on the committee, 
but to me it is much more.  The people doing mission are strengthened in their faith by 
working to help others.  The church is strengthened by these energized members.  As 
one who has grown in faith through mission work I know how important Outreach is to 
becoming who God wants us to be.  I look forward to all we will do this year. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Ginger Spence 

Director of Visitation 
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PARISH ASSOCIATE 

2016 ANNUAL REPORT  
 

It continues to be my privilege to serve Tuckahoe as Parish Associate.  This volunteer 
role is to support the pastor and session in whatever ways possible, primarily providing 
pulpit supply when our pastor is away or when invited to assist in worship.  I believe 
worship is the heartbeat of a congregation and any opportunity I am given to bring 
God’s Word to God’s people is a blessing for me.  It was a particular pleasure and 
privilege to assist with services during Holy Week and on Christmas Day – a rare 
opportunity for a retired minister.  In our pastor’s absence I have been asked to 
moderate session meetings and when helpful to serve as a resource for our Christian 
Formation ministry.  Once a month I attend staff meetings and twice yearly I sit in on 
staff planning “retreats.” 
 
After a recent meeting of the congregation someone asked me why I did not vote on the 
matter that the congregation had just considered.  The reason, I explained, is because in 
the PCUSA a Teaching Elder (minister) may not be a member of a congregation – rather 
our membership resides in the local presbytery.  So in a sense the Presbytery of the 
James is my “congregation” in which I have similar responsibilities to yours as a 
member of the Tuckahoe congregation.  Toward this end I am encouraged to attend 
meetings of the presbytery (although retired ministers are not required to do so), and I 
volunteer in leadership roles of POJ.  Currently I serve as the Moderator of the 
Personnel (POJ staff) Committee as well as the Committee on Ministry’s liaison to two 
congregations seeking new pastoral leadership.   
 
I want to thank the session, staff and congregation again for welcoming me into your 
fold and pray we will continue to find ways to encourage and support each other that 
strengthen Tuckahoe’s ministry, to the glory of God. 
 

Faithfully, 
Diane 

The Rev. Diane K. Prevary (Honorably Retired) 
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TUCKAHOE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CONGREGATIONAL RULES AGREEMENT PAPER 

   
 
I. Relationship to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
The Tuckahoe Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the Presbytery of James in the 
Synod of Mid-Atlantic of the Presbyterian Church (U. S. A.) 
 
II. Governance of the Congregation (G-1.0103) 
The Congregation shall be governed by the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) which consists of two parts:  (1) The Book of Confessions and (2) The Book of Order.  
Roberts Rules of Order (Newly Revised) shall be used for parliamentary guidance, except 
when it is in contradiction to the Constitution. 
 
III. Meeting of the Congregation (G-1.0501) 
The annual meeting of the Congregation is ordinarily held on the 2nd Sunday of 
February.  At that meeting, the following business may be transacted:  

Annual Reports 
Presentation of the church’s annual budget 

 Special meetings of the Congregation may be called by the Session, Presbytery,  
            or ¼ of the membership making the request in writing. 
 
IV.  Notice of Meetings (G-1.0502) 
Proper notice for Congregational Meetings shall be announcement on 2 consecutive 
Sundays prior to the meeting.   
 
V. Quorum for the Meeting (G-1.0501) 
The quorum for a Congregational meeting shall be 33 % of the active membership of the 
congregation present.  No proxy voting is allowed. 
 
VI.  Moderator and Secretary of the Meeting (G-1.0504; 1.0505) 
The Moderator of the Congregational Meeting shall be the Installed Pastor or the 
Teaching Elder so designated by the Presbytery.  The Secretary of the Congregational 
Meeting shall ordinarily be the Clerk of Session.  If the Clerk is not able to serve, the 
Congregation shall elect a Secretary for the particular meeting. 
 
VII. Minutes of the Meeting  
Minutes of the Congregational Meeting shall be approved by the Session at its next 
Stated Meeting.    
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VIII.  The Session (G-1.0503a; 2.0401) 
The Session of Tuckahoe Presbyterian Church is ordinarily composed of 12-19 Ruling 
Elders elected by the Congregation for a 2 year term.  An elder may serve up to an 
aggregate of six years prior to being required to take one year’s leave from service. 
 
IX.  The Deacons (G-2.0202; 2.0401) 
(as Board)  Deacons shall be organized as a Board and is ordinarily composed of 18 
Deacons elected by the Congregation to a 2 year term.  The Board shall elect its own 
leadership of a Moderator plus other necessary positions. 
 
X.  Nominating Committee (G-2.0401) 
The Church Nominating Committee shall be elected by the Congregation at a Called 
Congregational meeting.  Members shall be elected for a term of one year.  The Church 
Nominating Committee shall have as its Moderator a Ruling Elder from the 
Stewardship and Finance Committee. The Church Nominating Committee shall be 
composed of one Ruling Elder elected by the Session by the adoption of the 
Stewardship and Finance Committee Policy and least three church members elected by 
the Congregation. 
 
XI. Amendments to the Congregational Rules 
These Rules may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present and voting, 
providing that the proposed changes shall have been distributed at the same time as the 
call of the meeting at which the changes are voted upon. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


