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HAVE YOU EVER READ THE ENTIRE BIBLE? 

This is a question that many of us have been asked. If we are honest, most of us have 
 answered “No.” People I know who have started out with the best intentions quit once they get 

to the book of Numbers with the genealogies that go on for chapter after chapter. A “cover-to-
cover” reading is the most difficult to sustain. And so our biblical exposure as Presbyterians is, 

by and large, limited to Sunday morning lessons and segmented Bible studies.  
And yet, a more comprehensive reading of the Bible allows us to see the arc of God’s story from 

Creation to Consummation and to grow in our awareness and appreciation of God’s  
involvement in the created order. Our Christian Formation Committee believes that we should 

encourage our members to know God’s story because it is our story. God’s work over  
generations continues to shape us as we seek to love and serve God and God’s people.  

For this reason, beginning this fall during Sunday School, all children, youth and adult classes 
will be engaging in The Story (www.thestory.com). This is not a typical “read the Bible in a 

year” challenge. “The Story is an abridged, chronological Bible that reads like a novel. There are 
no verse references, and Scripture segments are seamlessly woven together with transition text 
into a single grand narrative. For those intimidated or overwhelmed by the unabridged Bible, 

The Story helps people understand God’s Word more fully and engage with it more  
       easily.” (from the website). With questions to guide the discussion, each class session  

will challenge us to consider where God’s story can be found in our story.  
My hope is that our entire church will unify in this common journey through Scripture so that 

we may come to see more clearly how God is acting in the story of Tuckahoe. Maybe inspiration 
for new initiatives will emerge. Perhaps more people will sense a call to engage Scripture more 
deeply in their personal lives, and find ways of living out God’s story more faithfully so as to 
witness more confidently in the wondrous Good News that God has entrusted to us to share. 

You are invited to join in this endeavor. Over the next few months, we will provide more details 
about this exciting curriculum.  

In the meantime, I pray you will 
consider joining in this journey 
and explore your story and our 

story in God’s story. 
Blessings, 

 

Patrick 



FROM THE PASTOR’S STUDY 
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CHILDREN SHOW US  

THE KINGDOM 

 
15 People were bringing even infants to him that he might 
touch them; and when the disciples saw it, they sternly 

ordered them not to do it. 16 But Jesus called for them and 
said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop 
them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God 

belongs. 17 Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 

Luke 18: 15-17 
 

Jesus’ words to his disciples are radical. In the Roman context of his day, infants and  
children were subject to adverse conditions and possessed little intrinsic value. They  

occupied the lowest rung on the ladder of status. The disciples had a hard time  
understanding that Jesus was breaking social norms and that he was more concerned about  

honesty, innocence and humility than social customs. 
This is a far-cry from our culture. We value our children, celebrate who they are  

and their gifts. In that vein, you may have noticed that our children are leading in worship 
more frequently through music offerings. You may have also noticed that what they sing  

coincides with the theme of that particular Sunday. Our belief is that children are full  
participants in the worship of God. 

Accordingly, on June 5 our children will be leading us in worship in the liturgy,  
proclaimed Word, and music.  

I encourage you to support our children, but perhaps in a little different way than  
the culture around us. To the Romans, children were seen as insignificant and dismissed.  

In our culture, and even the church, we tend to overly praise them through applause and in 
doing so place the focus on how they perform rather than Who they proclaim. Our applause 

sends a message that their offering is set apart from the rest of worship as a kind 
 of entertainment. That is the wrong message. Children learn that worship is about offering 
their lives to God when we as adults help them understand that what they do is the same as 
what we do. They help us see the kingdom more clearly when we acknowledge them as full 

participants in God’s kingdom, and not as guest per-
formers. By welcoming the  

opportunity to be led in worship and have the Word 
proclaimed by the youngest members of the kingdom of 
God and the Church, we enhance our own worship ex-
perience while also welcoming children in a Christ-like 
way. So, we hope you are inspired when our children 

lead us in worship on June 5. 
 

Patrick 
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 APRIL YOUTH GROUP CALENDAR 

April 3 6—8:00 p.m.  Regular Program: Gentleness 

April 10 6—8:00 p.m. Regular Program: Self-Control 

Saturday, April 16 TBD Outreach: helping with FeedMore's backpack  
program  

April 17  No Sunday night youth group 

April 24 6-8:00 p.m. Worship Service 

SERVING OTHERS! 

Members of the youth group joined 
others in giving CARITAS guests a 

warm Tuckahoe welcome. The youth 
group prepared a delicious meal on 

March 6 and also helped pack a 
healthy lunch and filling breakfast for 

guests to take with them.  
In April, the youth will once again be 

serving our community by helping 
with FeedMore's backpack program.  

 
 

YOUTH GROUP PROGRAMS 

In March our Sunday night programs took 
 a look at “goodness and faithfulness”. 

  
Beginning in April our Sunday night  

programs will focus on  
“gentleness and self control”.  

We will bring April's programming to a 
close with another moving worship service.  

 
If you are a middle or high school youth or 

have a family member in that age group, 
please join us on Sunday nights!  You don’t 

have to be a member of Tuckahoe to share in 
God’s community of caring and faith! 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2016:  

SURF SHACK, CATCH THE WAVE OF  

GOD’S AMAZING LOVE! 

 
WHEN:   JULY 18-22 from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
AGES:  3 years old - rising 5th grade    
THEME:  Surf Shack – Catch the Wave of God’s Amazing Love!  
 

“Remember that the Lord is great and awesome!” – Nehemiah 4:14 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 2016 April Update with Wonderful Ways to Serve! 
 

Maybe YOU would like to take on just “a piece” of a hallway or one  
room as your gift to VBS... 

A fun part of preparing for Vacation Bible School is creating an atmosphere that 
reflects the theme. This year’s theme, Surf Shack, is all about riding the wave of 

God’s amazing love. The sunny surf will be brought into hallways and Duntreath 
Hall with the every beach-related item imaginable! 

You can help set the scene! We have divided the space into small areas. Each area 
is to be decorated by one person, one or two families, an adult Sunday School 

class, a care share group, a committee, or a group of friends. Becky will provide 
resources for and pictures of easy ideas if needed. It’s easy! No artistic talent  

or interior design experience required in any way!  
Take a look at the VBS volunteer sign-up display in Duntreath Hall or ask  

Becky for details. You won’t be able to resist signing up to help!        
You can contact Becky by phone: 201-0571 or email: krebeccagoode@gmail.com   
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

THE EASY “WHAT AND HOW” OF 

 VOLUNTEERING FOR VBS 

This year, we will continue to have our no-classrooms 
VBS. There will be VBS group shepherds instead of 

teachers (this year called “Lifeguards”). Everyone will 
gather in and dismiss from Duntreath Hall (“Surf 

Shack”) instead of classrooms. The “lifeguards”, along 
with an assistant and youth helper, lead  

their group to each activity and help them as needed.  
Because there are no classrooms, we are in need of one 
youth helper for each age group and a few more youth 

helpers for each of the activities.  
To make leading an activity less time-consuming, an option for the tasks of the roles 
of Cooking leader and Crafts leader have an option to be divided in this way: there 

will be volunteers who will plan and prepare the Cooking and Crafts activities. 
There will be separate leaders who will carry out the plan by setting up the activity 

with the help of assistants and youth helpers. They will then briefly review the Bible 
story of the day with each group of children, explain the activity, help the children 

as needed, and clean up with the help of assistants and youth helpers.  Those  
leaders can sign up to help for one day, or more than one day. Of course, if one  
person wants to be the primary leader for all of the above, that will work, too!  

Be sure not to let the word “leader” discourage you! Becky will be happy to give 
you more than enough information and direction to make any role easy and  

rewarding! 

NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR THOSE WITH  

LIMITED TIME TO GIVE:   

This year, we hope to have hourly assistants who will be present to help 
Becky Goode, the director, in various ways. The hour one assistant will  

arrive before VBS begins and will be able to answer volunteers’ questions 
and do other prep tasks while Becky greets parents and children. The final 

hour assistant will do much of the same while Becky checks in with parents 
as they arrive for dismissal. The assistants during the time in between will 

circulate and help Becky take care of necessary organizational tasks, as well 
as help other volunteers, as needed. These essential people will be back-up 
help for Becky at times when, as often happens, needs of or questions from 
more than one area come up at the same time. Becky will meet with these 

people before VBS week so that they will have the information they 
 need to help in this way. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

OTHER WAYS YOU CAN HELP: 

Tell your family, friends and neighbors. Take registration forms 
to them! We would love to reach our maximum of 75  

children in attendance! 
 

Purchase or donate needed items. Items include:  
1.  Classic Lego sets, Lego people & wheels (not Duplo or 
preschool size)  
2.  Kites, beach balls and swim rings of all sizes, inflatable palm 
trees, fish nets, surf boards, body boards, colorful beach towels, any  
other beach items  
3.  Children’s puzzles of beach themes (for VBS gathering tables) 
4.  Children’s puzzles of Bible events (for VBS gathering tables) 

Be sure your name is on all loaned items! 
 

Sign up at the display in Duntreath Hall to help either  
pre-week with preparations or during VBS as a teacher,  
activity leader, assistant, youth helper, photographer,  

puppeteer, sidekick to our puppet, drama person, and lots 
more. The opportunities are many and of a great variety. 

There is something for everyone! 
 

Take a look at the volunteer sign-up display in Duntreath Hall 
to find out where your help is needed! You may also contact Becky Goode to find 

out which opportunities are available or to help find the right fit for you. 
You can contact Becky by phone: 201-0571 or email: krebeccagoode@gmail.com    

The dates for VBS are July 18-22 from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Plan to join in on the fun!                                         

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT ON APRIL 23 

Sign Up Now! 
Ages:  Infant through 5th grade 
Time:  5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
Cost:  $5.00 per child 

The fun afternoon into evening will include pizza, crafts, 
games, and a movie. The way to sign up is by turning in a 

completed form no later than Wednesday, April 13. 
Forms are available in the church office and by 

 email request to Becky Goode at:  
 krebeccagoode@gmail.com .   
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

JOIN THE CHILDREN DURING THE  

NEXT EDUCATION YEAR! 

Now is an ideal time to let Becky Goode know that you are interested in being a part 
of the children’s Sunday School during the 2016-17 education year, or if you would 

like to help with the children’s Wednesday night activities. There will be a meeting in 
May for all interested adults and older youth. 

The Sunday School terms are set according to the church year, and last from six to 
nine weeks. The exciting one-year all church curriculum, The Story, is very easy to 
use and requires no teaching experience, just a desire to join the children on their 

Christian journey! You will explore Bible events with fresh eyes and get to know the 
youngest members of our church family. You can also assist in a class, or buy and 
serve snacks. Wednesday nights with the children are full of music, movement,  

drama, and other activities. You can share your gifts and talents, or help 
 supervise as a second adult.  

Prayerfully consider these joyful ways to serve! Let Becky know how you would like 
to take part, or let her help you find out which opportunity is a good fit for you.   

Contact Becky by phone: 201-0571 or email: krebeccagoode@gmail.com                                                         

FIFTY DAYS OF JOY 

  When the joyous day of the celebration of the Resurrection is 
over, it serves us well to remember that the time of Easter goes on. 

Easter is such a huge mystery and celebration that we can’t keep it in 
just one day. Easter is a festival season of fifty days whose first day is 
Easter Day, the Sunday of the Resurrection, and whose last day is the 

Day of Pentecost. The time to get ready to enter the mystery of Easter, Lent, is greater 
than the time to get ready to enter the mystery of Christmas, Advent. Easter is an even 

greater mystery and celebration than Christmas. The fortieth day of Easter is Ascen-
sion Day, this year on May 14, always on a Thursday and, consequently,  

easily forgotten. (Read about the event of Christ’s Ascension: Acts 1:6-11.)  
 The word Easter comes from Eostre, a Teutonic goddess whose name is  

associated with springtime, growth, and fertility. In most languages the name of the 
day is Pascha, which means “Passover”. The color of this time of the church year is, as 
is Easter Day, white for purity, joy, and celebration. We remember this time especially 

with the empty cross, a sign of the victory of the Resurrection. Remember that each 
and every Sunday throughout the year is a “little Easter”, reminding us as Christians 
of the Resurrection, since it was on the first day of the week that Jesus rose from the 

dead.   During the fifty days, Eastertide, help your family continue the great  
celebration by lighting a candle at your evening meals and saying a prayer of thankful 
joy! It is also appropriate to have mini egg hunts throughout this time. Make the most 

of those plastic eggs! Remember that the eggs, chicks, bunnies and butterflies are  
symbols of new life and reminders of the Resurrection of Christ and new 

 life in each of us. Alleluia! Christ is risen! Happy Easter! 



OUTREACH 
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The time is fast approaching when a group from Tuckahoe will be departing on a 
mission trip to Eastern Kentucky.  Once more the group will be working with  

Appalachia Service Project to provide warmer and safer homes for those in need.  For 
the success of this venture, we need everyone in the congregation to participate.  

Here’s how each and every one can help: 
 Be a participant: Contact Terry Brady at atmbrady@gmail.com or  
      740-1768 or 306-5531 We are close to capacity for the trip but still   
      have a few spots.  
 Sponsor a participant: The cost per participant is $325. This cost is 

borne by the participant and the Mission Trip Fund. However, no one 
will be denied the opportunity to go if they can’t pay.  Contributions 
to the Mission Trip Fund will help subsidize the trips for anyone  

      needing assistance and also will help maintain the fund.  
 Pray, pray, pray: Remember in your prayers the participants, the 

leaders, and Appalachia Service Project and its work throughout 
those states in Appalachia. 

PRAYER  EMPHASES  FOR  APRIL 
The Outreach Committee makes donations to agencies in our community through our 
budget line item of Community Ministries. This month you are asked to remember 
three of these agencies in your prayers.  
Crossover Health Clinic is Virginia’s largest free health clinic. Most of the 6800  
patients treated in a year are the working poor who do not qualify for Medicaid.  This 
agency receives no direct federal funding and does not accept public or private health 
insurance.  Crossover Clinic depends on volunteers and donations to sustain its efforts 
of serving the uninsured, thus promoting a healthier community. Pray for the work of 
this clinic. 
FeedMore is Central Virginia’s core hunger-relief organization which includes the  
Central Virginia Food Bank, Meals on Wheels, and the Community Kitchen  
programs. Under this umbrella the hunger needs of many in our community are met – 
from children who need food during the summer when not in school to shut ins who 
receive food through Meals on Wheels. Pray for these programs and for members of 
Tuckahoe who serve as volunteers for FeedMore. 
Hearth of Henrico (formerly Interfaith Services of Henrico) is a faith-based organiza-
tion that provides emergency relief to Henrico families when all other sources of  
assistance have been exhausted. Tuckahoe has been  
involved by providing Thanksgiving baskets and the  
backpack program which provides emergency supplies 
to children in a crisis situation.  

mailto:atmbrady@gmail.com
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UPCOMING WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

SUPPERS 

MENUS AND PROGRAMS 

Join your church family and friends on Wednesday nights 
for dinner and our new program emphasis of “Evangelism”.   
During the adult programming there is time for the children 

to share in music, movement and time together through  
M & M Kids and Skittles.  Meals begin at 6:00 p.m. and  

all programming is concluded by 7:30 p.m. 
 

 

DATE MENU PROGRAM 

April 6  Cooking Team 2-”Breakfast 
for Dinner” 

 including a breakfast  

casserole, waffles, fruit salad 
and dessert 

“Evangelism in the 21st Century” 

We welcome Rev. John W. Vest,   

Visiting Associate Professor of  

Evangelism at Union Seminary as our 
guest speaker 

 

 

April 13 Cooking Team 1— 

“Salad Extravaganza”...a mix 
of delectable salads with all 
kinds of choices to fill your 
plates; breads and dessert 

Liberation Family Services Executive 
Director, Jay Patrick will join us to 

 inform us of the important work this 
program does for our veterans. 

 

 

April 20 Cooking Team 4— 

”An Old-Fashioned Picnic”, 
with fried chicken and all 
your favorite side dishes!  

Presbyterian Frontier Fellowship  
Executive Director, Dr. Richard Haney 
will be our guest speaker. 
 
 

April 27 Covered Dish Camp Hanover Director, Doug Wal-
ters will be our guest speaker.  Learn 
more about the important work of our  
Presbytery’s only camp facility. 
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AROUND THE CHURCH 

We extend our deepest sympathies and  
prayers for God’s comforting grace to: 
 
Virginia Newton and her family on the death 
of her eldest son, Leslie Earl Newton, on 
Monday, March 7.   
 

Rachel Gray and her family on the death of her daughter-in-law, Vanessa Broughton 
Escalera, on Saturday, March 12th. 
 
Patty Withrow on the death of her sister, Betty, on Thursday, March 24th.  
 
 

Congratulations to Jackie Meyers and her extended family on the birth of her fifth 
great-grandchild! Silas Bates Broaddus was born to Jackie’s 
granddaughter, Stephanie, and her husband, Bates Broad-
dus on February 29th.  
 
Congratulations to Shirley Wilson and her family on the 
birth  of her great grandson, Matthew Jefferson Garnett, 
Matthew was born on Sunday, March 6th to Shirley’s grand-
daughter and her husband, Melanie and Hamilton Garnett. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 

   A WOMEN’S TEA 

Sunday, April 17th  
4:00—6:00 p.m. 
Duntreath Hall 

All women of Tuckahoe, young and old, are invited to a 
tea sponsored by the Fellowship Committee. 
Bring your Moms, grandmothers, daughters,  

granddaughters, aunts, sisters, and friends for a time of 
fellowship, tea and light refreshments. 

If you know how many in your group will be coming 
please let us know by calling the church office (282-

2860), so that we can make plans. However, if you do not know until the last mi-
nute...come anyway!!  We are looking forward to this chance to share time with the 

other women of TPC and their families and friends. 
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AROUND THE CHURCH 

LISTENING AND  

SPEAKING FROM THE 

HEART 

Are you a great communicator?  Most of 
us, seek to improve our ability to talk with 

and hear what another person is really  
saying. 

“LISTENING AND SPEAKING  
FROM THE HEART”,  

a personal growth seminar,  
will be held on Saturday, April 9th, in 
Wilson Hall, from 9:30 to noon.  This  
session will be a fun and interactive  
morning of learning together.  This 

 seminar is designed to help us listen and 
speak from the heart in all areas of life.  It 

will be an opportunity for personal 
growth, for high school youth and adults, 

to learn skills and strategies to express 
themselves and listen to others.  Leaders 

for the event are A. W. Dickerson,  
Sherry Flournoy, Barbie Keatts and  

Ginger Spence.   
Plan now to attend.  Register by calling 

the office or noting your intention  
to attend on the fellowship  

pad on Sunday.   
Or email Ginger Spence at  

mosesbulrushes@gmail.com. 
 
 

WELCOME NEW  

MEMBERS! 

At its called March meeting, Session  
received into the membership of Tuckahoe 
Fred and Becky Groves by letter of transfer 

from Reveille United Methodist Church.  
Fred is an underwriter with Bank of  

America and Becky is an administrator at 
The Steward School.  They have two  

children, Sarah Grace  and Jack.   
We are delighted to welcome this family 
into the ministry and work of Tuckahoe! 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDITATION GROUP 

Following Easter week, Tuckahoe's  
Meditation Group will continue to 

meet on Thursday nights from  
6:30 to 7:30 P. M.  

We started the group as a Lenten  
practice and have found the experience 

so fulfilling spiritually and  
communally, we are committed to  

continuing!  Please join us for this hour 
of contemplation and peaceful  

fellowship.  We meet in the parlor  
And anyone is welcome! If you have  

questions, email  
sarasommers@comcast.net.   

mailto:Mosesbulrushes@gmail.com
mailto:Sarasommers@comcast.net
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AROUND THE CHURCH 

Many thanks from all the guests and hosts who  
participated in Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner to Camellia 
Wroniewicz and Amy Glass and the Fellowship Committee 

for organizing the fun Saturday event. Good food and  
fellowship was had by all.  Let’s have an even bigger turn-out 
next year!  A huge “thank you” to our hosts for the evening: 

Kit Crawford, Mary Jo and Robert Dennis, Julie Hutchins, Lea 
and Matthew Mahoney, Pat and Paul Miller, Ginger and 

Mike Spence and Ann Watson. 

THE TUCKAHOE BOOK CLUB 

All ages, stages and literary preferences are  
welcome!  The group meets on the last Monday of 
the month September – May (except December) at 

7:00 p.m. in members’ homes. Below is the  
schedule of meeting dates, locations and the books 
to read for the next two months. Join us for good 
conversation and fellowship.  All are welcome! 

 
*Note the date in May is a week early due to Memorial Day* 

 

AFTER CHURCH  

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS NEEDED!! 

Please check the After Church Fellowship Hour Calendar in the 
 hallway between the Narthex and Duntreath Hall.  Many of the upcoming 

Sundays still need hosts!   Keep it simple...lemonade and cookies will suffice! 
 

DATE BOOK/AUTHOR REVIEWER HOST 

April 25 Round House by Louise 
Erdich 

Byrd Latham Barbara Maiden 

May 23 The Road to Character by 
David Brooks 

Jackie Stallings Martha Burgess 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=ZGMLwKcv1pcfGM&tbnid=G805umo8AppL0M:&ved=0CAYQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fforcem.co.uk%2Fa-big-thankyou%2F&ei=mVswU_2mK-fX0QGihYGIBA&psig=AFQjCNHi5Unhi34Ota6GIBouw3kVzsrUUA&us
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

Called by God, to be the heart, 
voice, hands and feet  

of Christ where  
the Spirit leads us. 
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