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The Torch 

I WONDER…. 

I wonder where you are today? I wonder what things have happened in your day that brought you 
joy or sadness? I wonder what you are wondering about?  I wonder what your story is? 

This year, as you well know, we have been traveling through The Story.  Hearing and learning 
God’s story, and where we fit into that story.  It has been a delightful journey, and I am looking 

 forward to what else God has in store for us.  
 

As some of you know, I attended a conference of Presbyterian Christian Educators in Denver last 
week.  It was a wonderful week of learning and connecting, and wondering.  It got me thinking 

about how we approach our worship.  One workshop I attended was on worshiping with children.  
Each week, the curriculum helps the children understand the parts of worship, the importance of 

worship and the work of worship.  And I kept thinking, this is not just for children.  We all need to 
be reminded in the busyness of our daily lives that we have a special and sacred place to encounter 
God.  We have a place set aside to hear and listen, to play and be silent.  To do the work of worship.  
For, while it is not work like our day jobs, worship is our sacred work, it is our active participation 

in the relationship we have with God, individually, and as a community.  In worshiping with  
children, their work is often art related, while ours in ‘big worship’ is more subtle.  It is the greeting 
of someone new, the participation in a song, in the prayer, in the doodles on our bulletins, that help 
us hear the WORD of God proclaimed.   We are working, working out our feelings, our hopes, our 

dreams, our understanding of who God is and how we fit in 
God’s story.  We work and wonder.   

 
SO the next time you journey into our sanctuary, I urge you to 
remember that it is a special place and in this special place we 

walk slower and talk softer, we listen for God’s voice and respect 
that others might be talking to God even when we are not.  And I 

urge you to wonder.  Wonder where you are in God’s story,  
wonder what your favorite part of the story is, wonder what 

God’s message is for you today.  
 

Happy wondering! 
Sarah 
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Christian formation 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We have been working our way through the Old Testament with The Story.  
If you have not been attending a Sunday School class, please think about joining in!  

All are welcome at anytime.   
Children:  
2/3 year olds: Room 100 
4 year old-Kindergarten: Room 103 
1-3 grade: Room 203 
4th-5th grade: Room 208 
Youth: Senior High Youth Room 
Adults:  
The Forum Class:  Room 108 
The New Covenant Class:  Room 106 
Sharing The Story Class:  Room 210 
The Discovery Class:  Room 200 (not participating in The Story Curriculum)                                                       

TUCKAHOE TUESDAY  

MORNING PRAYER 

  Please join us Tuesday morning’s at 9:30 a.m. 
for a half hour of weekly time of prayer.  We will join 
our hearts together to pray for our congregation, our 

city, our world and each other.   Different ways of 
praying will also be explored.   Please contact Sarah 

Dennis with questions sarah@tuckahoepres.org  

WORSHIP READINESS CLASS 

How do I teach my child to love worship and understand the 
importance of sitting through the service?  We all know  

worship is a cornerstone of faith and that helping children 
learn how to appreciate and enjoy worship is an important 
part of faith development.  Join Sarah Dennis and Reverend 
Diane Prevary on Saturday, February 11 from 10-12 to dive 

into some ways to help our children become active  
worship participants.  

Parents and children will be together in the sanctuary to 
begin with while we explore the different elements of the  

service.  Then we will separate and children will work on a 
craft while parents discuss ways to actively engage in the spiritual formation  

of their children.  We hope to see you then! 

mailto:sarah@tuckahoepres.org


YOUTH MINISTRIES 
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February 5 After Church Knox Bowl - Bring a change of clothes to 
church and join us for lunch and our  
annual flag football game. It's a great time 
even if you're not a stellar athlete!  

February 12 6:00—8:00 p.m. Youth Sunday Planning - Bring your  
creativity, because we'll need you to take 
part in developing important pieces of 
Youth Sunday worship! 

February 21 6:00—8:00 p.m. Youth Sunday Preparation - Come out and 
do your part to make it a meaningful  
Spirit-filled service. 

February 28 During Worship Youth Sunday 
No evening Youth Group 

 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING, FEBRUARY 5TH 

Souper Bowl of Caring was originally founded by a church 
youth group. Even though the movement has since expanded 

from the faith community to many types of  
participating groups, it continues to be fueled by those  

coming together to worship and make a difference in their 
community. Since that day, more than $115 million has been 
raised for local charities across the country through Souper 
Bowl of Caring.  Be part of this movement that is sharing 

God’s love with those in need. Please give generously on Super Bowl Sunday.  
 Proceeds from this important fund raising effort will go to Lamb’s Basket. 

January was a fun month getting back “into the swing”. We had a blast playing  
“Giant Clue”— grab a youth and ask them about it! Then we spent some time  

preparing for Youth Sunday. We can’t wait to share it with you this month! 

https://souperbowl.org/page_navs/view/Timeline
https://souperbowl.org/page_navs/view/Timeline
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=nKCGyzbN6-nGTM&tbnid=GpaXQTUYCf-wMM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecmow.org%2Fblog&ei=UZriUvz-CObUsATa6oCADA&bvm=bv.59930103,d.eW0&psig=AFQjCNGmUPkt9Lq3_oYOyYFTeMfp9BCfGg


OUTREACH 
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  WANTED: TPC TEAM TO 

BUILD RAMP FOR  

PROJECT HOMES 

 
Interested in a One-Day, Local Outreach Project on February 25, 2017? 

 
We need eight (8) Tuckahoe Volunteers to build a wheelchair ramp, under the  
guidance of a Project Homes supervisor.  This 9 a.m., to 1 p.m. indoor project is 
done at PH’s warehouse, and allows a ramp to be built to specs and stored until 

warmer weather. When it is put in place it allows a Richmond-area resident to stay 
in their home and come and go as needed—thanks to you! 

This is a great way to chase away February cabin fever, as well as give back. One 
morning of your time will help another person move freely every day! 

Contact Robins Buck at 804-314-4224 or trbuck1949@comcast.net  to sign up.  
A sign up sheet will be on the Outreach Bulletin Board, near the mailboxes  

and the office. 

LAMB’S BASKET CONTRIBUTIONS… 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 

“...I was hungry and you fed me”   Matthew 25: 35 
Tuckahoe’s LAMB’s Basket food contribution for December and January was  

204 pounds.   A big collection, even if it was for 2 months! 
Do you know about LAMB’S Basket?  Lamb’s Basket provides food to needy families 

of Henrico County. Clients are referred by area churches and organizations such as 
Central Virginia Food Bank, Catholic Charities and Henrico County Social Services.  

Prior to 2002, many Lakeside area churches had small food pantries.  When the pantry 
at Christ Lutheran Church began receiving referrals from Henrico County Social  

Services in 1999, demand quickly exceeded space.  Pastor Eric Moehring coordinated 
an initiative among Lakeside area churches to form a 
larger food pantry in order to meet the growing need 
more efficiently.  After two years of planning and a  

generous grant from Overbrook Presbyterian Church, 
LAMB’S Basket opened in 2002 as a 501©(3) non-profit 

organization.  The name is an acronym for  
Lakeside Area Ministries Board.   

Food collection for LAMB’S Basket is an ongoing  
initiative of our Outreach Committee.  We “officially” 
collect non-perishable foods every second Sunday of 

the month; but, feel free to bring food items at any time.  
They may be left in the wonderful, pull-out bin on the 
left side of the Resource Center between  narthex and 

Duntreath Hall.  Thank you for remembering the hungry in our community! 
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AROUND THE CHURCH 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHIES ARE 

OFFERED TO: 

Wendell Gouldman-Orcutt and her family on the death of 
her mother, Adeline Marable Spence, on December 18th.   
 
Mary and Meagan McGee on the death of their daughter-
in-law and sister-in-law, Carol McGee, on January 6, 2017.   
 

Pattie and Jackson Harrill on the death of Pattie’s niece, Julie Arturo, on January 2, 
2017. 
 
The family of David A. Kaechele who passed away on January 6, 2017.  A funeral 
service was held in our sanctuary on January 24th. 

HOME COMMUNION 

Did you know that if you have served as an Elder or Deacon in the past you are 
still part of the College of Church Elders and Deacons?  Tuckahoe sends teams 
of Elders and Deacons out to serve communion to homebound members.  We 
are seeking to expand this outreach.  We will give you guidance, training and 

directions.  If you have an interest in helping to serve in this way, please contact 
Ginger Spence at 804-399-0081 or mosesbulrushes@gmail.com  

for more information. 

JOIN THE TUCKAHOE BOOK CLUB 

All ages, stages and literary preferences are welcome!  We meet 
on the last Monday of the month September – May at 7:00 p.m. in 
members’ homes. Join us for good conversation and fellowship.  

All are welcome! 

DATE BOOK/AUTHOR REVIEWER HOSTESS 

2/27 Something Must Be Done About 
Prince Edward County 
by Kristen Green 

Martha Campbell Jean Hayes 

3/27 Lila 
by Marilynn Robinson 

Ruth Anna 
 Langdon 

Martha Campbell 

4/24 The Marriage of Opposites 
by Alice Hoffman 

Becky Theuer Pat Miller 

mailto:mosesbulrushes@gmail.com


6 

AROUND THE CHURCH 

THE WARINNER FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

MONTE CARLO NIGHT  

It’s time to get out, have some fun and support a wonderful 
cause all in the same evening!  On Saturday, February 25th 

come join your Tuckahoe family at  
Strangeways Brewery at 2277 Dabney Road 

between 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. and support the  
Warinner Family Scholarship Fund! 

  We’ll have our own private space  for “Monte Carlo Night”.  
Blackjack, Craps, Poker and Roulette, in addition to the  

always popular Horse Racing, will all be offered.  Horse sponsorships are available 
again this year for $30/horse.  Divisions, Sunday School classes and individuals can 

name their horses and race against the best of Tuckahoe’s best.  Bragging rights come 
with victory, fun is guaranteed, and it all goes to support a great cause. 

 
The Silent Auction will also take place again this year.  Auction items are being  

accepted now through February 20.  To donate items, please contact Jackie or Bill 
Stallings at 804-360-7208 or email them at stallingsmailbox@gmail.com .   

 
Advance tickets are being sold in Duntreath Hall, each Sunday during the  

fellowship time, beginning on January 29 through February 19.  Advance tickets are 
$20.00/person or $30.00/couple. Tickets will also be available at the door for  

$25.00/person or $40.00/couple.  The ticket price includes hors d’oeuvres, sodas,  
and play money.  Strangeways Brewery offers a large variety of beer that will be on 

sale during the event.   
We are thankful to Strangeways for supporting the  

Warinner Family Scholarship Fund. 
So shake off the winter-time blues and use this as a cure for cabin fever.  Support a 
fabulous cause, enjoy a night on the town and have some fun on February 25th at 

Strangeways  Brewery! 
 

 
 

mailto:stallingsmailbox@gmail.com
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AROUND THE CHURCH 

DON’T FORGET YOUR CHANCE TO 

HOST FELLOWSHIP TIME! 

The Fellowship Committee provides 52 opportunities to 
share fellowship with other Tuckahoe members in  

Duntreath each week.  Take a look at the sign-up board in 
the Resource Center between the narthex and Duntreath 
and take advantage of this marvelous chance to interact 

with friends; make new ones; and welcome guests.  
Instructions may be found in the pantry, on our website 

under “Resources” or just ask Angie Meadows or Dianne 
St. John for more information.  If there is a special event or 

activity you would like for us to consider, please contact Dianne St. John. 

UPCOMING  

FELLOWSHIP EVENTS 

Mark your calendars for these  
upcoming events...you won’t want to 

miss the chance to fellowship with 
friends, visitors and your Tuckahoe 

family! 
 

March 19    After Church  
                     Fellowship Luncheon 

 
April 29  “Guess Who’s Coming to  
                   Dinner?” Returns 

 
May 21    Ladies’ Afternoon Tea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM OUR MEMBERS… 

 

Dear Frosty the Snowman,  
The Meadows girls would like to thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts for making 
our Christmas extra-magical.   

Love, Angie and Mollie 
 
 

Dear Tuckahoe Family, 
Your thoughtfulness of sending some of the 
altar flowers from last Sunday meant so 
much.  They are still a bright, cheerful spot 
in our living room and a reminder of how 
blessed we are for your love, caring, and 
prayers.  Thank you! 

Love, Harry and Frances Edwards 



FOOD & FELLOWSHIP 
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FEBRUARY’S LINEUP FOR  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT  

SUPPER  

MENUS AND PROGRAMS 

Join your church family and friends on 
Wednesday nights for dinner and  

programming.  Join us each Wednesday night 
for a scrumptious dinner beginning at 6:00 
p.m. and a program from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
There will be childcare for our youngest  
children.  Older children and youth are  
encouraged to enjoy these fun February  

programs with their families! 
  

DATE MENU PROGRAM 

February 1 Cooking Team #3 will prepare 
“breakfast for dinner”,  
including  breakfast casseroles 
(with meat and without), 
fruit, and cinnamon rolls. 

Chuck Shimer (aka “Bald Whistler”) 
will regale us with tales from his hike of 
the Appalachian Trail. 

February 8 Cooking Team #2 will serve 
several pastas (with meat and 
without), salad, bread and 
dessert. 

Chuck Shimer ,with his guest Steve 
Claxton (aka “Mustard Seed”), a fellow 
AT hiker will discuss Steve’s AT  
fundraising efforts for several children’s 
charities. 

February 15 Cooking Team #5 will  
prepare meat loaf with  
gravy, mac and cheese, corn, 
fried apples, rolls and dessert.  

“The Newlywed Game” returns to 
Tuckahoe.  Come join the fun as four 
couples, with varied degrees of 
“married” under their belt compete for 
the top prize in this fast-paced game.  
It’s as much fun for the audience as the 
couples themselves! 

February 22 Covered Dish Join us after dinner to experience 
“Prayer Stations”.  Come encounter 
God through prayer using words, paint, 
making gifts for others, and thinking 
about how we show the love that God 
has given us. 



2017 budget 
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TUCKAHOE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH— OPERATING BUDGET 2017 

Administration/Personnel Committee  $348,013 

Staff Compensation and Benefits    

Insurance    

Office Equipment/Maintenance   

Office Supplies/Postage   

Telephone/Web/Internet   

Training/Background Checks/Admin Support/Child Care    

Stock Commissions/Service Charges   

Financial Review   

Stephen Ministry    

Christian Formation Committee  15,555 

Children/Youth Ministries    

Curriculum/Education Supplies    

Fellowship   

Library/AV    

DCM Cont. Ed/Special Projects    

All Church Retreat/Wednesday Night Suppers   

Outreach Committee 13,093 

Missionary Support    

Presbyterian Related Organizations (e.g. Camp Hanover)   

Mission Trip   

Community Ministries   

Stewardship/Finance Committee  600 

Contribution Envelopes & Stewardship Activities    

Property Committee  98,637 

Utilities   

General Repair & Maintenance/Service Contracts   

Supplies   

Cleaning Service   

Worship/Membership Division 4,686 

Membership Initiatives/Publicity/Banners   

Music/Guest Musicians/Pulpit Guests    

Sound System/Worship Resources   

Communion           

Higher Courts 31,416 

General Assembly, Synod, Presbytery of the James   

Theological Education   

TOTAL $512,000 
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TUCKAHOE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

Called by God, to be the heart, 
voice, hands and feet  

of Christ where  
the Spirit leads us. 

The Torch is a monthly newsletter of     
Tuckahoe Presbyterian Church.  
Deadline is the 18th of each month. 
Editor-Mary McGee; email: office@tuckahoepres.org 

TUCKAHOE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH                   
  7000 Park Avenue                                   
 Richmond, VA 23226-3624                                                                         

       

TUCKAHOE STAFF 
Patrick Dennis, Pastor 

Mark Cain, Director of Music Ministries 
Sarah Cothern, Assistant Director of Music Ministries 

Sarah Dennis, Director of Christian Formation 
Mary McGee, Office Administrator 

Diane Prevary, Parish Associate 
Ginger Spence, Director of Visitation 

Telephone: 282-2860   
E-mail: office@tuckahoepres.org 

Website:   http://www.tuckahoepres.org 

http://www.tuckahoepres.org/

