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The Torch 

“SPENDING OUR COIN” 

One of the Christmas letters we received from one of my childhood pastors had this quote: 
“Life is like a coin you can spend it anyway you want, but you can only spend it once” 

This month we may renew last year’s resolutions with the hope that we will be capable of  
actually keeping them this time around. Chances are that it will be just as difficult and, if we  
fail again, the guilt and shame will overshadow our best intentions and will slowly dissipate  

into mild resignation for another eleven months.  
One way we aspire to live better, apart from all the eat better/exercise more ways, is spiritually.  

I think of Matthew 5, at the conclusion of the Beatitudes, Jesus says,  
“Be perfect, as your heavenly father is perfect.”  

This idea of “perfection” often trips me up because I ask myself, “How is this possible?  Isn’t  
perfection only seen in God?” However, the Greek word teleios can also be translated “complete 

and mature”.  Combined with the fact that “you” in this verse is plural, I like to think that all  
the ways Jesus instructs us to live are not about individual perfection, but about  

community perfection.  
This may be the reason we can’t keep our resolutions. It is not that we simply lack an  

accountability partner, but rather that God did not intend for individuals to live perfect lives. 
Perfection and completeness is to be lived out as a community of believers and followers of  

Jesus.  When I think about our church, I think about all the ways that “completeness” is revealed. 
Each member has strengths that others lack and weaknesses where others have strengths. The 

new life in Christ is never a solitary one, but rather is irreducibly communal. The perfect  
disciplined life, in obedience to God which most fully reflects God’s will, must be communally 

lived just as God is fully perfect in the communion of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
When we believe this we are liberated from guilt and shame and can live the joyful lives  

Jesus intends for us.  
As followers of Jesus, we are called into one Body of Christ.  

Harriette Kent speaks to this when she said that her favorite thing about our church is the 
 people. (See the article later in this edition.)  It was also revealed as we welcomed our newest 

members last month:  Martha Anderson, Liz Creasman, Joe Mayo, Abe Mickle and Steven 
Woody.   I was again reminded how wonderfully diverse the body is and how being the Body of 

Christ is inviting others to learn how best to spend the one life we share. As we bring together 
new members with longtime members, we come closer to reflecting the beautiful completeness 
of the God who creates, redeems, and sustains us. We find the best way to spend the coin of our 

lives when together we seek the will of God. 
So, my hope for us all this New Year is to make resolutions to spend the coin God has given us in 

this community of faith in ways that reveal the completeness that is possible in Jesus Christ. 

Peace, 
Patrick   
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES  

RESUMES JANUARY 8TH 
As you know, in September we began working our way through the Old 

 Testament with The Story, a curriculum for all ages.  In the month of December 
we took a break from The Story to focus on Advent and the themes of Peace, 

Hope, Love and Joy. Beginning January 8th we resume our study of The Story, 
continuing where we left off with Chapter 13—The King Who Had It All.  Patrick’s 

sermon’s will once again follow along with the relevant books of the Bible  
on each Sunday.  

If you have not been attending a Sunday School class, please think about 
 joining one! All are welcome at anytime.   

Here is a list of classes: 
For Children:  
2/3 year olds: Room 100 
4 year old-Kindergarten : Room 103 
1-3 grade: Room 203 
4th-5th grade: Room 208 
 
For Youth:  
Senior High Youth Room:  Room 206 
 
For Adults:  
The Forum Class:  Room 108 
The New Covenant Class:  Room 106 
Sharing the Story Class:  Room 210 
The Discovery Class: Room 200 (studying a separate curriculum 
 
Thursday Night Class for The Story: 
Meets from 6:30—7:30 p.m. in Room 106 on Thursday nights, beginning January 
12th.  Come join us if you have conflicts on Sunday morning!! 
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HER STORY...HARRIETTE KENT 

 
Harriette is one of our last surviving charter members.  
 
She was born in Rocky Mount, North Carolina and is a 
cradle Presbyterian even though her father and mother 
were raised in the Methodist church. One of her earliest 

memories that influenced her life of faith is accompanying her father during his prison 
ministry. She said her love of the Bible was nurtured by her father who knew it back-
wards and forwards, and talked with her in verses from the Bible.  
 
A few years after marrying her husband Holland they moved to Richmond because she 
had relatives here. She has clear memory of later moving to the West End with two ba-
bies from a one bedroom apartment to a brand new house. She met people who re-
mained good friends for many years. When they moved here, there was no church at our 
location. She went to a Baptist church because the pastor was their back door neighbor, 
but it was never the right fit. Later she heard that St. Matthews was building in the 
woods and she and her two children wandered in the woods to find it. She appreciates 
the Episcopalian tradition, the rich liturgy and she even tried out St. Matthews. Howev-
er, her husband said, “you need to learn to kneel as a child or you just don’t get the 
point.”  
 
Around 1951 she read in the newspaper that there was going to be a church formed at 
the corner of Three Chopt and Horsepen. She took her children up to Duntreath house 
walked around, nobody was around. Nobody “shooed” them off so they talked about 
where they would put up the swings, slide, etc. She and her husband watched to see 
what was going to happen and later read in the newspaper that there was going to be 
meeting to discuss planting a new Presbyterian Church here. Holland knew some of the 
men who were meeting and her husband came back “enthused.” She said no one had 
money to start up a church. Holland or she would attend all the meetings. The seminary 
helped to get a church organized and the church began as a Bible Study one year after 
that first meeting.  
 
She shared a particularly amusing story of when they were in the formational period, a 
lady who was a parliamentary law expert, with a meticulous appearance and always 
wore a hat and gloves, came to teach the men how to run meetings and so forth and met 
great resistance. Harriette said, “they didn’t like to do it like the book said.” Later in the 
meeting the men didn’t think she was the right person to instruct them on how to run 
the church. In the middle of a meeting, she stopped, reached over and put on her hat and 
gloves and walked out. She never came back. Harriette commented. One of the early 
marks of our church was, “We are going to do it our way.”  
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

Harriette commented that it was a happy time in her life. When I asked what her fa-
vorite thing about Tuckahoe is she said, “The people.” Also, because of the close ties 
to Union Seminary there would be great professors who would come teach classes. 
She loved teaching the Bible, Holland enjoyed doing a variety of work around the 
church.  
 
When Holland died in a car accident in 1977, she said she had a lot of people around 
her, “Tuckahoe closed around her like a warm blanket.” 
 
She served on Session after he died, and it was tough work. After WWII, everything 
seemed to be changing. Gender and racial issues were being discussed. One of the 
most visible changes was women being able to be elected as officers.  
 
When some left over various issues and asked her why she stayed, Harriette said she 
would never leave this church. “I was born with the sense of belonging to it.”  
 
One of the aspects of the church she values is that disagreements never “hung over 
you.” those that were not happy generally left.  She said when commenting on 
changes, “It may not be what you want, but it will be alright.”  
 
When asked what she hopes and dreams for Tuckahoe, she said, “that the church 
would be solid, not frivolous. [the church building] itself [should] be lovely, at the 
same time be a holy place. 
 
Harriette’s life captures the spirit of Tuckahoe and elements of her story are shared 
by many of our long-time members.  It is this sense of “home” that has made our 
church a place where generations of members feel a sense of belonging, nurture and 
the abiding presence of God. 

As told to Patrick Dennis 
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January 8 6:00—8:00 p.m. Dinner and “Giant Clue” 

January 15 6:00—8:00 p.m. Dinner and Regular Program Night. 

January 22 6:00—8:00 p.m. Dinner, Games and preparation for Youth  
Sunday 

January 29 6:00—8:00 p.m. Dinner, games and more preparation for Youth 
Sunday 
 

 

 

 The youth had a great December with the Advent Workshop, volunteering at  
FeedMore and our Christmas gift exchange. After the winter break, come join us for 
more great activities in 2017. Highlights include Youth Sunday, the Souper Bowl of 

Caring, crazy games and much more!! Our regular program resumes on  
Sunday, January 8 at 6 p.m. Come join the fun!! 



FOOD & FELLOWSHIP 
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JOIN US FOR WEDNESDAY NIGHT  

FAMILY SUPPERS TO START THE  

NEW YEAR! 

Forget cooking and join your church family and friends on 
Wednesday nights for dinner and programs.  There are no  

children’s programs or adult programs in January; but, come 
share a meal with your Tuckahoe family and share your 

 holiday stories! 
Take a look at the first two Wednesdays in February when 

Chuck Shimer will provide programs related to his hike of the Appalachian Trail! 

DATE MENU and PROGRAM INFORMATION  

January 4 Cooking Team #7 will be preparing quiche, fruit salad, bread and  
dessert.  Come help with “de-greening” the church! 

January 11 Cooking Team #1 will host “German-Fest”.  The menu is being finalized; 
but you’ll enjoy numerous authentic German dishes this Wednesday 
night.  There are no programs tonight. 

January 18 Cooking Team #8 is planning a Taco Bar—with all the fixins! 
There are no programs tonight. 

January 25 Covered Dish Supper — bring enough for your family and some to 
share! 
There are no programs tonight. 

February 1 Cooking Team #3 will prepare “breakfast for dinner”, including 
 breakfast casseroles (with meat and without), fruit, and cinnamon rolls. 
Chuck Shimer (aka Bald Whistler) will regale us with tales from his hike 
of the Appalachian Trail. 

February 8 Cooking Team #2 will serve several pastas (with meat and without),  
salad, bread and dessert. 
Chuck Shimer with his guest, Steve Claxton (aka Mustard Seed) a fellow 
AT hiker will discuss Steve’s AT fundraising efforts for several  
children’s charities. 

SAVE THE DATE!! 

“Dinner and Movie” is coming to  
Tuckahoe January 28!  

More details to follow. Mark your  
calendars! 
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WANTED: TPC TEAM TO BUILD RAMP FOR PROJECT 

HOMES ON FEBRUARY 25, 2017 
 
We need eight Tuckahoe Volunteers to build a wheelchair ramp, under the guidance 
of a Project Homes supervisor.  This 9 am to 1 pm, indoor project is done at Project 
Home’s warehouse, and allows a ramp to be built to specs and stored until warmer 
weather. When it is put in place, it allows a Richmond-area resident to stay in his 

home, and come and go as needed, thanks to you!  
This is a great way to chase away February cabin  
fever, as well as give back. One morning of your 
time will help another person move freely every 

day! Contact Robins Buck at 804-314-4224 or 
trbuck1949@comcast.net  to sign up. A sign up sheet 

will be on the Outreach Bulletin Board, near the 
mailboxes and the office. 

CARITAS FURNITURE DRIVE 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to all who contributed to our first CARITAS furniture 
drive. Members within our church and outside our church  

contributed  bedroom sets, beds, tables and lamps and other 
items for this wonderful cause. Now homeless families that are 
being placed into more permanent housing will have beds to 
sleep on and chests in which to store items as well as lights to 

read by. A special thanks goes to A.W. Dickerson (and his truck) for making  
it possible to gather and deliver all the donations.  

STOP HUNGER NOW THANK YOU 

On Saturday, October 15th Tuckahoe volunteers enthusiastically rallied once again to 
host our 4th annual Stop Hunger Now packaging event. Tuckahoe volunteers, ever so 

experienced and always enthusiastic, took on this endeavor with their usual affinity for 
hard work and generous hearts: sharing in spirit, time and donations. A group of over 
90 volunteers from Tuckahoe along with friends and family members came together to 
raise over $5,000 to tackle the packaging of over 15,000 meals. These packaged meals 

will be shipped and distributed to suffering communities in one of 
many countries all over the globe in Stop Hunger Now’s effort to 
fight and eliminate hunger. A special heart-felt thanks goes out to 

everyone who donated money and/or time to package, set-up, and 
clean-up. Each of you made it a fun, successful event and your  

efforts are very much appreciated. To learn more about Stop Hunger 
Now and their efforts to eliminate hunger in the world visit, 

www.stophungernow.org. Be on the look out for plans for next year. 
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AROUND THE CHURCH 

 SIGN UP TO HOST 

THE AFTER 

CHURCH 

 FELLOWSHIP! 

Please consider serving as a host for our 
traditional after church fellowship time 

each Sunday.  We encourage you to “keep 
it simple”...just punch and cookies are  

fine!  There are instructions, if you have  
questions, on our web site under News 
and Resources.  There is a new sign-up 

calendar for 2017 in the hallway between 
the narthex and Duntreath Hall.  Many 
thanks to all who have hosted this past 

year.  If you haven’t done it before, grab a 
few friends, your Sunday School Class or 

your family members and sign up! 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO 

 GLORIFY GOD 

The lovely flowers in the worship service 
each week add beauty and meaning to our 
worship experience, glorifying God for his 

everlasting grace. We ask you to prayerfully 
consider adding to your personal ministry 

by bringing a part of God’s colorful, 
“outdoor” world into our Sanctuary. A 

$35—40 donation will be sufficient. Also, 
know that your flowers will 

be delivered to members who 
cannot worship with us, 

brightening their home or 
hospital room and reminding 
them that they are a blessing 
to us. Please call the church 
office, 282-2860, to  reserve your Sunday.  

       A NEW YEAR’S PRAYER 

May God make your year a happy one! 
Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain, 
But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes; 
Not by making your path easy, 
But by making you sturdy to travel any path; 
Not by taking hardships from you, 
But by taking fear from your heart; 
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, 
But by keeping your face bright, even in the 
shadows; 
Not by making your life always pleasant, 
But by showing you when people and their causes need you and by making you  
anxious to be there to help. 

Our neighbors, Ed and Ellen Hardy, sent a donation to the 
church with this thank you:  A thank you offering to acknowledge 
how special it is to our Duntreath Community to have your church and 
members as such caring and sharing neighbors.  Blessings, Ed and Ellen 
Hardy. 

 
Julia Mercer writes:  Dear Tuckahoe Members, Thank you so much for the beautiful plant.  I 
shall enjoy it for many weeks. I think of you often and appreciate your love and thoughtfulness.  
Best wishes for the New Year, Julia. 
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AROUND THE CHURCH 

ANNUAL MEETING SCHEDULED FOR  

FEBRUARY 12, 2017 

Our Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held on  
Sunday, February 12, 2017 following the worship service.  This is an opportunity 
for all to hear reports from each Committee of the Session and from the Deacons 

and Staff about what was accomplished during 2016.  Please plan 
 to attend this important meeting. 

TUCKAHOE MORNING PRAYER  

BEGINS JANUARY 10 

Please join us Tuesday morning’s at 9:30 a.m. for a half 
hour of weekly time of prayer.  We will join our hearts  

together to pray for our congregation, our city, our world 
and each other.   Different ways of praying will also be  

explored.   Please contact Sarah Dennis with questions at 
 sarah@tuckahoepres.org  

 JOIN THE TUCKAHOE BOOK CLUB 

All ages, stages and literary preferences are welcome!  We meet 
on the last Monday of the month September – May at 7:00 p.m. 
in members’ homes. Below is the  schedule of meeting dates,  
locations and the books to read for the next few months.  Join us 
for good conversation and fellowship.  All are welcome! 

DATE BOOK/AUTHOR REVIEWER HOSTESS 

1/30 The Ballad of Frankie Silver by 
Sharyn McCrumb 

Amy Glass Mickey Mateer 

2/27 Something Must Be Done About 
Prince Edward County 
by Kristen Green 

Martha Campbell Jean Hayes 

3/27 Lila 
by Marilynn Robinson 

Ruth Anna 
 Langdon 

Martha Campbell 

4/24 The Marriage of Opposites 
by Alice Hoffman 

Becky Theuer Pat Miller 

*5/22 Gray Mountain 
by John Grisham 

Jean Hayes Barbara Maiden 

9/25 The Paris Wife 
by Paula McLain 

Mickey Mateer Becky Theuer 

mailto:sarah@tuckahoepres.org
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AROUND THE CHURCH 

MONTE CARLO NIGHT  

TO BENEFIT WARINNER FAMILY 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

SAVE THE DATE! Glitter, Glamour, Fast-Paced-Fun!   
The Warinner Family Scholarship Committee and Group Dy-
namics Entertainment are once again hosting a Monte Carlo 
Casino night on Saturday, February 25th to raise funds for 

scholarships given to current recipients: Amelia Adair, Owen Ayers and Claire Galvin 
as well as future Tuckahoe Presbyterian college students. 

So much fun and laughter occurred last year, we have brought it back again for 2017.  
Activities include Blackjack, Texas Hold’em, Craps and the always popular Horse 

 Racing.  Horse sponsorships will be available again this year for $30/horse.   
Committees, Sunday School Classes and individuals can name their horses and race 

against the best of the best.  Bragging rights come with victory, fun is  guaranteed, and 
it all goes to support  a great cause.  A Silent Auction is being planned with many 

items available for purchase.  Donations to the auction will be accepted beginning on 
January 10; the deadline for donations is February 20.  To donate items, please call 

Jackie or Bill Stallings at 804-360-7208 or email them at stallingsmailbox@gmail.com. 
Tickets for the event go on sale in February.  Single tickets are $20.00 or $30.00/couple. 

Ticket price includes hors d’oeuvres  and sodas (plus a cash bar) in addition, as an 
added surprise –the location has changed! 

This year the event will take place at Crossroads Art Center at  
Staples Mill & Broad Streets.   

Stay tuned for more information to follow, but save the date and plan to have fun on 
February 25 while supporting the Warinner Family Scholarship Fund. 

THANK YOU MARK AND CHANCEL CHOIR! 

A Soul Inspiring Experience 
Many people commented that the Cantata on December 18 was one of the most  

beautiful and worshipful they had ever heard at our church. One person  
commented, “you could just do that one every year!” High praise indeed! The choir 

had worked hard on it since the first week of September, and God brought it to 
splendid completion as voices blended with the orchestra and delivered a truly soul 
inspiring experience. Much thanks to the Director of Music Ministries, Mark Cain; 

Assistant Director of Music Ministries, Sarah Cothern; the members of the choir and 
orchestra for leading with such excellence and passion. We look forward to another 

year with excellent music to the glory of God.   
Bill Vogel shared these thoughts, “I am still so struck by the Cantata!  It has been and 
will continue to be the highlight of my Advent/Christmas season, a wonderful gift from 

Tuckahoe! 

mailto:stallingsmailbox@gmail.com
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AROUND THE CHURCH 

Giving More Back to the Community!  Kroger is committed to 
helping its communities grow and prosper. Year after year, local 

schools, churches and other nonprofit organizations will earn 
millions of dollars through Kroger Community Rewards.  Kroger  
Community Rewards makes fund-raising easy...all you have to 

do is shop at Kroger and swipe your Plus Card! 
The Session recently approved Tuckahoe’s participation in this 
program as a means to benefit our mission work.  If you have a 
Kroger Plus Card you can now designate that a percentage of 

your shopping $$ are given back to Tuckahoe!  
Here is how it works: 

 Start by going to this web site:  krogercommunityrewards.com 

 Be sure to have your Kroger Plus card handy  

 If you do not yet have a Kroger Plus card, they are available at the customer 
service desk at any Kroger. 

 Click on Sign In/Register 

 If you will be a new online customers, click on SIGN UP TODAY in the ‘New 
Customer?’ box.  If you are already enrolled online, click on “Enroll in  
Community Rewards” 

 Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by entering zip code, clicking on 
favorite store, entering your email address and creating a password, agreeing to 
the terms and conditions 

 You will then get a message to check your email inbox and click on the link 
within the body of the email. 

 Click on My Account and use your email address and password to proceed to 
the next step. 

 Click on Edit Kroger Community Rewards information and input your  
Kroger Plus card number. 

 Update or confirm your information. 

 Enter Tuckahoe’s NPO number [86957] or name and select  Tuckahoe  
Presbyterian  from list and click on confirm. 

 To verify you are enrolled correctly, you will see Tuckahoe’s name on the right 
side of your information page. 

 REMEMBER, purchases will not count for your group until after you register 
your card(s). 

 Do you use your phone number at the register?  Call 800-576-4377, select  
option 4 to get your Kroger Plus card number. 

 Members must swipe their registered Kroger Plus card or use the phone  
number that is related to their registered Kroger Plus card when shopping for 
each purchase to count. 

 REMEMBER, all participants of an organization are required to re-enroll each 
year beginning August 1st. 

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS 

http://krogercommunityrewards.com
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TUCKAHOE STAFF 
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Sarah Cothern, Assistant Director of Music Ministries 

Sarah Dennis, Director of Christian Formation 
Mary McGee, Office Administrator 

Diane Prevary, Parish Associate 
Ginger Spence, Director of Visitation 

Telephone: 282-2860   
E-mail: office@tuckahoepres.org 

Website:   http://www.tuckahoepres.org 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

Called by God, to be the heart, 
voice, hands and feet  

of Christ where  
the Spirit leads us. 
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