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The Torch 

RESOLUTIONS 

15 1-2 “Those of us who are strong and able in the faith need to step in and lend a hand to those who falter, 
and not just do what is most convenient for us. Strength is for service, not status. Each one of us needs to 

look after the good of the people around us, asking ourselves, “How can I help?” 
3-6 That’s exactly what Jesus did. He didn’t make it easy for himself by avoiding people’s troubles, but waded 

right in and helped out. “I took on the troubles of the troubled,” is the way Scripture puts it.” 
Romans 15:1-6      (The Message translation) 

 
 Predictably, many of us will make the same annual resolutions as last year, which we will, 

for the most part, abandon on February 1. It may be to lose weight, exercise more, spend more 
time reading, praying, whatever.  

 One commonality of New Year’s resolutions is that they are often about ourselves,  
unabashed vanity. I have never heard, “I want to get in shape so I can live longer for my family.” 
Rather, it is about looking better in a pair of jeans, having more energy for recreational activities, 

or just proving to yourself that yes, in fact, you do have self-disciple. 
 This is so contrary to how God wants us to live, which may explain why our resolve so 

quickly dissolves.  
 I like the way the Apostle Paul talks about resolutions, especially as the message captures it 
strength is for service, not status. We would probably have greater success in keeping our resolutions 

if we could make them more about others than ourselves.  
 Our congregation is full of people who at one time resolved to take on a new ministry— 

who answered a call to serve. They are elders and deacons, FeedMore, Lamb’s Basket or meals-on-
wheels volunteers [the list goes on]. Much of their work is unnoticed, uncelebrated. They work not 
for glory or status, but rather for the benefit of those who are in trouble, the materially, spiritually, 
or emotionally needy. Their work helps those whose faith falters because of life circumstances to 

see the goodness of God, incarnate in ordinary people.   
 So, what will be your New Year’s resolutions? Are you planning to dust off the list from 

last year and give it another go? Or are you willing to prayerfully consider what God would have 
you resolve to do this year that will bless those 
around you as well as yourself in the process?  

 
Grace and Peace, 

Patrick 
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YOUTH MINISTRIES 
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January 3  No Youth Group 

January 10 6:00—8:00 p.m. Dinner and Regular Program Night. 

January 17 TBA Take a break from studying to come join your 
youth group friends for some food and fellow-
ship.  You have to eat! Why not eat with friends?! 
Location to be advised. 

January 24 6:00—8:00 p.m. Dinner and Worship  

January 31 6:00—8:00 p.m. Dinner and Regular Program Night 

 

 

 The youth had a great December with cookie baking, caroling and our white  
elephant gift exchange. After the winter break, come join us for more great activities 
in 2016. Highlights include Senior High Beach trip, Youth Sunday, the Souper Bowl, 

special worship services and much more!! Our regular program resumes on  
Sunday, January 10 at 6 p.m. Come join the fun!! 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
CONFIRMATION CLASS 

 

We will begin the 2016 confirmation class with an 
orientation on January 3, 2016 at 3:30 p.m. for  
interested confirmands, parents and Covenant  

Partners. For the following weeks, we will dive into 
learning more about our faith, what it means to be a 

Christian, and what it means to join the church.  
If you are in the 8th or 9th grade, and not yet  

confirmed, and are interested in being a part of this 
class and joining the church,  

please contact Sherry Flournoy at her  
email: sherryflournoy@comcast.net. 

mailto:sherryflournoy@comcast.net
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JOIN US FOR WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

FAMILY SUPPERS AND PROGRAMS 

TO START THE NEW YEAR! 

Forget cooking and join your church family and friends on 
Wednesday nights for dinner and programs.  The month of  

January will begin our exploration of our theme 
 “Worship Arts”.   

While the adults are enjoying these programs the 
 children can participate in “M & M Kids” or “Skittles”.   

These music, motion and drama offerings will keep your  
children entertained  until 7:30 p.m.., when the adult  

programs also conclude. 

DATE MENU PROGRAM  &  
LOCATION 

January 6 Cooking Team #6 will be preparing 
pulled pork and brisket, baked 
beans, slaw and dessert.  The  
children’s menu is pizza. 

Annual Chinese Gift Exchange in  
Duntreath Hall- Bring a wrapped 

gift to re-gift and enjoy the fun and 
strategy of the gift exchange!  Jim 
McLeskey will be evenings MC. 

January 13 Cooking Team #3 will be preparing 
baked spaghetti, salad, bread and 
dessert. 

Diane Prevary, our Parish Associate, 
will lead a program on  

Worship  Elements.  Why do we use 
certain elements during worship 

and what is their significance? 

January 20 Cooking Team #1 presents “Italian 
Night” with two pasta options and 
three sauces—chicken alfredo, pri-
mavera and a classic Bolognese—
salad, bread and dessert 

Learn more about the musical group 
“Together We Stand”.  What is their 

history?  Who are the musicians?  
And then enjoy a musical  

performance by the group. 

January 27 Covered Dish Enjoy a performance in the  
sanctuary by the “Sacred Dance  
Ensemble of Fredericksburg”, a  
liturgical dance troupe from  
Patrick’s former church in  

Fredericksburg. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

 

LOOKING AHEAD IN CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES   

 
Every Sunday:   Godly Play Children’s Church for children age 3-years-old through 
3rd grade, following “Moments with the Children” during worship.  
January 3, Second Sunday after Christmas:   Christmas / Epiphany Term begins 
in Sunday School. We welcome new teachers, assistants and snack server!  
January 10, Baptism of the Lord:   2nd Sunday Music for all children’s Sunday 
School classes 
January 17, 2nd Sunday after Epiphany:  Regular lessons, in addition to Library 
Time for the Class of the Dove and Class of the Flames. Class of the Scripture packs 
lunches for Liberation Family Services in addition to their regular lesson. 
January 24, 3rd Sunday after Epiphany:  Regular lessons in all classes. 
January 31, 4th Sunday after Epiphany: Pretzel and prayer lesson with pretzel-
making in Classes of the Flames and Scripture. Regular lessons in Classes of the 
Dove and Font.  
February 7, Transfiguration of the Lord: Regular lessons in addition to King Cakes 
in all classes. 
Wednesday evenings: Following dinner with our church family at 6:00, M&M Kids 
and Skittles gather for singing, drama, and other fun activities. Occasionally, the 
children join in with the adults for an intergenerational program. Join us! 
 

July 18-22, 2016    Vacation Bible School,  
“Surf  Shack – Catch the Wave of God’s Amazing Love!” 

 
Questions? Would you like to volunteer to help? Contact Becky Goode, Director of  

Children’s Ministries: phone 201-0571 and email  krebeccagoode@gmail.com 

WISH LIST FOR CHILDREN’S  

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND  

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

 

 Thin Crayola brand markers 
 
 6-pack boxes of Model Magic, “Natural  
Colors” (found at Michael’s or A.C. Moore) – 6 indi-
vidual packs in a box 
 
Items may be brought to the church office or the counter 

outside of Becky Goode’s office, room 205. 



5 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

SEASONAL WORD MEANINGS  

ALL ABOUT EPIPHANY  

  

The word “Epiphany” comes from the Greek word which means “showing forth, 
appearance, revelation, manifestation”. Epiphany of the Lord is always  

celebrated on January 6, the day after the Twelve Days of Christmas. It proclaims 
the good news that Jesus revealed God to all humanity. When we see Christ,  

we are seeing God. 
At Christmas, the Church celebrated the birth of Jesus, when God entered fully 
into the human experience. Epiphany takes the Christmas proclamation a step 

further. The divine revelation of Jesus was revealed to the world when the Magi 
came from far in the east. Jesus was no longer the newborn in a manger,  

but a toddler in a house. 
Why three Magi, wise men, kings? The Bible doesn’t tell us how many kings 

there were, but because three gifts are mentioned, the number of kings has been 
traditionally given as three.  

Do the Magi have names? In the Bible, the Magi aren’t named, but tradition  
holds their names to be Caspar, Melchoir, and Balthasar. 

Why were the gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh given by the Magi to the 
Christ Child? Gold was a gift given to kings, because of its value and beauty. 

Frankincense was used in the Temple of God. People then, and in some churches 
today, burned frankincense as a way of showing that they hope their prayers will 
be lifted to God. First there is black smoke, and then when the smoke turns white 

there is a fragrance, a scent, that is released. This was a gift of worship.  Myrrh 
was not a gift for an ordinary king. Myrrh was used to anoint the dead, burned at 

funerals, and placed with the dead for their burial. This was a gift for someone 
whose death would be important.   

On Epiphany, and during the Time after Epiphany, our journey 
 through the Mystery continues. 

-Becky Goode, Director of Children’s Ministries 

 EPIPHANY AND TIME AFTER 

EPIPHANY THROUGH THE EYES 

OF A CHILD 

What Jesus did and said helps us to know who God 
is and what God is doing for us: 

Jesus called his friends to be with him and to 
help him in his work. 
Jesus came for all the people of the world. 
Jesus is like a light, helping us to see better.  
We are baptized into God’s family, the Church. 



OUTREACH 

6 

LIBERATION FAMILY SERVICES  

6 INGREDIENTS TO A HOT MEAL FOR A VETERAN 

 
It is with humble hearts and great enthusiasm that the members of our Outreach 

Committee have accepted the opportunity to provide four dinners, for 25 veterans 
currently residing at Liberation Family Services.  

Outreach extends the opportunity to you, our church members, to assist us in this 
endeavor; to show our veterans our appreciation for their service while assisting 

Liberation Family Services in providing them care and kindness during their stay. 
This request came to us, from Liberation Family Services to fulfill this need for 

their residents. As a member of Outreach I have repeatedly witnessed the  
generosity and giving spirit of this church. I have no doubt that this task will be 

accepted with no less generosity or hard work than any other task undertaken by 
our members.  

 
Our first dinner will need to be prepared in time to be delivered by 

 6 p.m. on Sunday, February 7.  
The menu chosen for the evening will be Beef Enchiladas, Salad and Dessert.  

 
If you share in our enthusiasm to answer this call for some of our local veterans 

please email or call Shawna Shade at shawnashade@verizon.net or 564-3379.  
 

Needed—Volunteers To Provide the following menu items: 
*Dinner  Enchiladas 6 Pans Needed (Shawna Shade has recipe) 
  Salad   2 large bags will be needed along  with salad dressings 
  Dessert 4 Pans of Brownies 
  Drinks 5 Liters of Ice Tea 
    1 Case of Waters 
*Paper Products  Plates, Napkins, Cups & Utensils for 25  
*Delivery Person(s) & Server(s)   
 

If you are not available to assist with dinner for February please consider one of 
our other dates in the year. Tuckahoe’s days to cook and deliver a meal to LFS are  

the first Sundays of February, April, June 
and August.  We hope you will join us in 

accomplishing this endeavor. 
 
          

    “At LFS we have a proven program that al-
lows military veterans an 83%  

success rate of achieving self sufficiency and 
permanent housing within 12 months.” 

 

mailto:shawnashade@verizon.net
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  
Thanks to the many people who bought gifts and delivered them to families for 

the Ministry of Prison Fellowship “Angel Tree” project.   

Once again, it was a huge success!     
 This project helps incarcerated men and women provide Christmas presents to 
their children who live in the Richmond area.  These presents provide a tangible 
reminder to these children that their parent loves them even though they cannot 

be with them at Christmas.  This year we sponsored 25 children.  Each child  
received two gifts, including toys and clothing.  It is a heartwarming reminder of 
how our  congregation reaches out to the community with such a generous spirit. 

WANTED: TPC TEAM TO BUILD RAMP FOR PROJECT 

HOMES ON FEBRUARY 27, 2016 
Interested in a One-Day, Local Outreach Project?  

We need eight Tuckahoe Volunteers to build a wheelchair ramp, under the  
guidance of a Project Homes supervisor. 

Our ramp build date is Saturday, February 27th, from 9 am to 1 pm.  
This indoor project is done at PH’s warehouse, and allows a ramp to be built to specs 

and stored until warmer weather. When it is put in place, it allows a  
Richmond-area resident to stay in his home, and come and go as needed,  

thanks to you!  This is a great way to chase away February cabin fever, as well as give 
back. One morning of your time will help another person move freely every day! 

Contact Nancy Millsaps at  
804-288-0996 or email 

nhmillsaps@gmail.com if you have  
questions. There is a sign-up sheet on the 

Outreach bulletin board near the  
mailboxes. 

WOW!  WE DID IT! 

Thank you for hearing the plea for food contributions at this critical time 
of year.  Our LAMBs Basket collection in December was 158 lbs.!   
Remember that we collect non-perishable food items each second  

Sunday of the month, or you can leave them anytime during the month, 
if that is more convenient.  There is a “pull-out” cabinet in the left side 
of the Resource Center between the narthex and Duntreath where you 
can leave your contributions.  Thank you for responding in December.  

Let’s do it again in January! 

mailto:nhmillsaps@gmail.com
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AROUND THE CHURCH 

WON’T YOU HOST THE 

AFTER CHURCH 

 FELLOWSHIP TIME? 

Please consider 
serving as a host for 
our traditional after 
church fellowship 
time each Sunday.  
We encourage you 

to “keep it  
simple”...just punch and cookies is fine! 

There are instructions, if you have  
questions, on our web site under News 

and Resources.  There is a new  
sign-up calendar for 2016 in the hallway 
between the narthex and Duntreath Hall. 
Many thanks to all who have hosted this 
past year.  If you haven’t done it before, 

grab a few friends, your  
Sunday School Class or your family  

members and sign up! 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO 

GLORIFY GOD 

The lovely flowers in the 
worship service each 
week add beauty and  

meaning to our worship 
experience, glorifying 
God for his everlasting 

grace, and enhancing our 
spirit of “welcome.” We 

ask you to prayerfully consider  
adding to your personal ministry by 

bringing a part of God’s colorful, 
“outdoor” world into our Sanctuary. A 

$35—40 donation will be sufficient. Also, 
know that your flowers will be delivered 
to members who cannot worship with us, 
brightening their home or hospital room 

and reminding them that they are a  
blessing to us. Please call the church office, 

282-2860, to  reserve your Sunday.  

CONGRATULATIONS!! 

Congratulations to Rachel Rose Kewer and Robert 
Hunter Dawson who were married on December 12, 

2015 at Dover Hall in Manakin-Sabot, Virginia 
 
 

Congratulations to Bryce Carlton Stallings and Sarah 
Elizabeth Asman who were married on December 19, 

2015 in Greenville, South Carolina. 
 

HOME COMMUNION OUTREACH 

 Did you know that if you have served as an Elder or  
Deacon in the past you are still part of the College of Church Elders 
and Deacons?  Tuckahoe sends teams of Elders and Deacons out to 

serve communion to homebound members.  We are seeking to  
expand this outreach.  We will give you guidance, training and  
directions.  If you have an interest in helping to serve in this way, please contact  

Ginger Spence at 804-399-0081 or mosesbulrushes@gmail.com for more information. 

mailto:mosesbulrushes@gmail.com
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AROUND THE CHURCH 

DATE BOOK/AUTHOR REVIEWER HOSTESS 

1/25 Back When We Were Grownups  
by Anne Tyler 

Ruth Anna Langdon Camellia Wroniewicz 

2/29 All the Light We Cannot See by 
Anthony Doerr 

Kaye Keyes Mickey Mateer 

3/28 The Kitchen House by 
Kathleen Grissom 

Jackie Meyers Jean Hayes 

  JOIN THE TUCKAHOE BOOK CLUB 

  All ages, stages and literary preferences are welcome!   
   We meet on the last Monday of the month September – May   
   (except December) at 7:00 p.m. in members’ homes. Below is the  

   schedule of meeting dates, locations and the books to read for the next 
few months.    Join us for good conversation and fellowship.  All are welcome! 

 

FEBRUARY 27, 2016 

BANNER REPAIRS  

NEEDED 

Some of our beautiful banners used during  
worship each Sunday are in need of repair.  If 

you would be willing to lend a hand by sewing 
some of the damaged banners, please contact 
Ginger Spence at 804-399-0081 or by email at 

mosesbulrushes@gmail.com. 

NEW WEB SITE IN USE—CHECK IT OUT!! 

If you haven’t already noticed, our new Tuckahoe web site is up and running.  
Check it out at www.tuckahoepres.org.  The new site incorporates several new, 
dynamic features: 

   An audio recording of Sunday sermons and a PDF of each Sunday’s 
    bulletin can be found on the “Sermon” page. 
   A gallery of pictures featuring recent events of the church is included 
   Upcoming events are highlighted on the first page 
   Special, important announcements are also linked on the first page 
   For Tuckahoe members there is now a link to our on-line directory.  If your personal 
email is captured in our church database, you can set up your own account on the web site 
that will allow you direct access to the database.  This is password protected...you set up 
your own password with your email address that is on file in the database.  Then you can 
find member names, addresses, phone numbers and email addresses directly on-line!  This 
feature also allows you to send the church updates on your personal data such as new  
addresses, phone numbers, email addresses or corrections to names, etc. 
   The most up-to-date calendar, which is constantly changing, is also on the site.  We will 
no longer publish a calendar in the Torch, as it is out of date immediately!  Please refer 
to the web site for the most current calendar info! 
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TUCKAHOE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 

 

TUCKAHOE STAFF 
Patrick Dennis, Pastor 

Mark Cain, Director of Music Ministries 
Sarah Cothern, Assistant Director of Music Ministries 

Rebecca Goode, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Mary McGee, Office Administrator 

Ginger Spence, Director of Visitation 
Telephone: 282-2860   

E-mail: office@tuckahoepres.org 
Website:   http://www.tuckahoepres.org 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

Called by God, to be the heart, 
voice, hands and feet  

of Christ where  
the Spirit leads us. 

The Torch is a monthly newsletter of     
Tuckahoe Presbyterian Church.  
Deadline is the 18th of each month. 
Editor-Mary McGee; email: office@tuckahoepres.org 
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